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People and pets
come to each other’s rescue
Local pet adoptions rose by 25%
during the COVID-19 pandemic
By LOU WILIN
STAFF WRITER

A happy trend occurred during the otherwise dark days of the COVID-19 pandemic: Pet adoptions in Hancock County
rose by 25 percent from a year earlier.
“It’s been something I haven’t seen in
the 12 years I have been here, this many
adoptions over such a short period of time,”
said Paula Krugh, executive director of
the Humane Society & SPCA of Hancock
County.
The rise is indirectly related to the pandemic. When the virus was beginning to
spread fast nationwide, the humane society started requiring people to schedule
an appointment to visit with a dog or cat
for a possible adoption.
“We have noticed by doing this, more
adoptions are happening,” Krugh said.
“People have more of a one-on-one visit
with the animals.”
That higher-quality introduction is

leading to more “wonderful” adoptions,
she said.
In other words, the pet adoptions are
lasting.
Dogs and cats “have received their forever home. They are not returned a few
days later because the people think, ‘Oh,
I don’t know if I can do this,’ or ‘It does
this wrong or that wrong,’” Krugh said.
“They have had that opportunity to visit
more with the animal and have a better
feel on the animal going home.”
When it goes right, it truly is a rescue
of the pet.

Partners in crime
On his ride home on May 22, Milo, a
small, reddish-brown mixed-breed dog,
was “shaking like a leaf,” said Ellie Hammond of Findlay. “He was scared.”
In his previous life, Milo had been
abused and neglected.
SEE RESCUE, A2
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A HAPPY TREND
occurred during the
otherwise dark days of
the COVID-19 pandemic:
Local pet adoptions rose
by 25%. The Burroughs
family of Findlay
adopted Rosie and Lily
during the pandemic.
“They think that Rosie
may have been Lily’s
pup, but I call them
sisters now,” Brandi
Burroughs says.
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“He didn’t know where
we were going,” Hammond
said.
First stop: Archie’s Drive
In, where Milo started his
new life with a Milkbone
Sundae, a little bowl of
vanilla ice cream with a dog
treat on top.
“Once that Milkbone
Sundae came in, he said,
‘OK, I’m good,’” Hammond
said. “He loves his Milkbone Sundaes.”
Milo has been Hammond’s “Velcro baby,”
sticking close to her. But
he’s slowly coming out
of his shell with the help
of the Hammonds’ other
dog, Odie, who the family
adopted in October 2019.
Odie, gregarious, fun-loving and weighing in at 45
pounds, is showing Milo
the way.
“It went from Milo just
laying around and sleeping and stuff to whatever
Odie does, Milo does as
far as kicking their feet in
the backyard and leaning
up against the door when
they’re ready to come
inside,” Hammond said.
The Hammonds adopted
Milo because they felt Odie
needed a pooch friend. It
seems to have worked out
from Odie’s perspective.
The Hammonds were
keeping Milo in a crate for
a while as part of his potty
training. Milo, no fan of the
crate, managed to exploit a
flaw in the crate to escape.
So Hammond placed a
basket full of laundry to
block Milo’s escape hatch.
Yet, Hammond was
astonished when she
returned home from an
errand to be greeted at the
door by Odie — and Milo,
too.
“Odie moved the laundry basket so Milo could
get out of the crate,” she
said. “That’s when I knew,
‘OK, you guys are partners
in crime.’”
‘She’s come a long way’

Leslie Tisdale lives with
her parents, both over 80
years of age, and cares for
them five days a week in
their home in Rittman.
“Mom and Dad have
always had a dog,” she said.
“They love dogs.”
Leslie’s mother, Patricia
Seiler, kept pining over ads
for dogs available for adoption.
“I really want a dog,” she
said.
So the family started
looking for a new companion. A family member
who lives in the Vanlue
area found a 17-pound
chihuahua mix. She had a
honey-colored coat with a
“white sheen” that made
her shiny. Hence, she was
named “Misty” by Tisdale’s
mother, who decided to
take her home.
Misty is very shy. She
tends to cling to Tisdale
more than anyone else.
“We found out later
that she had a sister dog
or another dog she had
kind of bonded with and
someone else had already
adopted the other dog, but
they couldn’t take both
because they already had a
dog at home,” Tisdale said.
“So Misty kind of was lost
because she didn’t have her
friend anymore. So I think
that’s why she’s just kind
of clinging to one person
right now because she’s
still learning to trust other
people.”
She also suffered trauma
in her pre-humane society
days. She came from a
house that had about 50
dogs.
“I don’t think she’s ever
been out of the crate before
or a kennel. She won’t go
in one,” Tisdale said. “We
don’t put her in a crate. She
loves to be outside. I don’t
think she was ever outside.
They think she was about a
year old when they rescued
her from that house.”
She has had so much to
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MILO, RIGHT, was adopted by Ellie Hammond of Findlay during the COVID-19 pandemic. Milo has been Hammond’s
“Velcro baby,” sticking close to her side. But he’s coming out of his shell with the help of the Hammonds’ other dog,
Odie, at left.

learn and unlearn.
“She didn’t know how
to be on a leash when we
got her. She had to learn
how to walk and figure out
why we were following her
everywhere because she
didn’t really know what that
was all about when we first
tried to put her on a leash,”
Tisdale said.
Now Misty loves to go
on walks.
“She’s super curious
and she’s really sweet and
friendly, just very cautious
and very wary,” Tisdale
said.
“She’s not really food
motivated. I think she had
to learn when she was in
the house that she didn’t get
fed a lot,” Tisdale said. “It’s
been a difficult time potty

training her, house training
her, because she had to go
where she was in the crate
and didn’t have a chance to
go outside a lot. But we’re
working on that, too.”
Misty is making progress. Thanks to her new
family, she is learning to
trust more.
“She lets Mom pet her
and she’ll sit next to Mom,”
Tisdale said.
“She’s come a long way.”

Who rescued who?
The Burroughs family
of Findlay lost Jackson,
a boxer-pitbull mix, last
December to cancer.
Jackson had been in the
family for 11 years. His
death left a sad hole in the
lives of the Burroughs and
their four children, ages 2

to 11. So this past spring,
they were looking for
another dog. A picture of
Rosie, a chihuahua-mix, on
the humane society website
caught their attention.
“My kids saw Rosie and
kind of fell in love with that
picture,” said Brandi Burroughs.
When the family arrived
at the humane society to
meet Rosie, they were
informed she had a partner.
When Lily was let into the
meeting, “Rosie’s personality just perked right up,”
Burroughs said. “I couldn’t
take one without the other.”
The Burroughs fell in
love with Lily, too.
In their previous life,
Rosie and Lily were in a
bad situation where 50 dogs

inhabited a house.
“They think that Rosie
may have been Lily’s pup,
but I call them sisters now,”
Burroughs said.
Lily loves the sun, loves
rolling around in the grass
under the sunshine.
Rosie likes to be inside.
She likes to cuddle with
the Burroughs’ 8-year-old
daughter, Zoee.
“She just cuddles her
and wants to be loved on by
her all the time,” Burroughs
said. “She’s very spoiled,
Rosie is.”
Lily jumps on Brandi’s
husband, Roy, all the time,
wanting to play.
“Lily is just so hyper and
Rosie is just so chill all the
SEE RESCUE, A3
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Doggy deliveries help Colombians shop
8-year-old retriever delivers
groceries to those who offer treats
By LUIS BENAVIDES
and MANUEL RUEDA
ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEDELLIN, Colombia
— Eight-year-old Eros trots
through the streets of this
hilly city several times a
day with a straw basket in
his jaws, taking vegetables,
fruit and packaged foods to
customers of the El Porvenir mini-market. The chocolate Labrador retriever is
paid with treats and massages of his furry head.
“He helps us to maintain social distancing” says
Eros’ owner, Maria Natividad Botero. “And people
love it when we send the
dog.”
Eros wasn’t always a
star. He was accepted into
the family begrudgingly

by Botero after repeated
requests by her son to adopt
a dog.
But Botero and the rest
of the family quickly fell
in love with the pup. And
when they opened a minimarket four years ago in
the hilltop neighborhood
of Tulipanes, he started to
accompany Botero and her
kids to make deliveries.
Eros doesn’t know how
to read addresses. But he
remembers the names of
customers who have previously rewarded him with
treats. And with some practice, he has learned to go to
their houses on his own.
“He knows the names of
five or six of our customers”
Botero said. “So I send the
merchandise with a receipt

SEE DOGGY, A6
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EROS CARRIES a basket of bread from the El Porvenir mini-market as he makes a
delivery on his own in Medellin, Colombia, on July 7.
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time,” she said.
In the morning, the two
pooches mix it up with each
other, giving the family
lively entertainment.
“They start playing and
fighting with each other,”
Burroughs said. “The
kids just laugh. They just
love watching them play.
They’re great with each
other.”
Rosie and Lily are better
off than they were, no
doubt. But so, too, are the
Burroughs.
“They rescued us,”
Brandi Burroughs said.
“Jackson (their former dog
who died), we kind of had a
hole in our heart, and they
definitely helped that.”
“I feel like this was our
best way to honor my dog,
Jackson, was to be rescued
by two sweet little pups. I
think my Jackson would
have been proud of us. He
would have been happy.”

Findlay’s Only Locally Owned Veterinary Hospital
Linking the past (1946) to the future and progress of Findlay

Dr. Tyler Fields ∙ Dr. Kara Schmidt
Dr. Rachael Chiu ∙ Dr. Tony Fuller

1611 North Main Street

419-422-3292

bvvc.net
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LINUS
Male,
Dachshund
Age:
1 year old

Sponsored By:

THE
UPS
STORE

2447 TIFFIN AVE.
FINDLAY
419-429-6245

JASMINE

STAR

BRYN

Female,
Border Collie Mix
Age:
2 Years old

Female,
American
Bulldog Mix
Age:
3 years old

Female,
Mixed Breed
Age:
7 months old

Sponsored By:

VCA FINDLAY
ANIMAL HOSPITAL
2141 Bright Road
Findlay
419-423-7232

VCAFindlayanimalhospital.com

Sponsored By:

THE
UPS
STORE

2447 TIFFIN AVE.
FINDLAY
419-429-6245

OLIVER
Male, Mixed
Age:
9 years
Sponsored By:
STEVE KRUGH
EXCAVATING, INC.
415 Brentwood Ct.

Findlay
419-423-7731

CAVERONE
Male,
1 Year Old
Mixed Breed
Sponsored By:
Marsha Harris

Sponsored By:

THE
UPS
STORE

2447 TIFFIN AVE.
FINDLAY
419-429-6245

BUB
Male, Mixed Breed
Age:
9 years
Sponsored By:

419-423-1115
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TANK

PRINCESS

Male, Lab Mixed
Age:
4 Years,
6 months old

Female,
Terrier/Mix
Age:
3 years, 1 month

Sponsored By:

Sponsored By:

KIT KAT
Female,
American Rabbit
Age:
1 years
V
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Great Scot (Broad Ave. & Downtown)
Onmi Feeds (US 224 West)
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(Located at the

(Broad Ave. &
W Main Cross
corner
of SRSt)12
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www.restfulpetsllc.com

“Your Local Natural Pet Food Company”
Available in Findlay at Legacy Lawn & Pet

D R.

123 Cherry St.
Findlay
567-525-0978
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ED

Male, Pit Bull
Terrier/Lab
Age:
1 yr old

Sponsored By:

Sponsored by:
ER

RY C E L E
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RA

Great Scot (Broad Ave. & Downtown)
Onmi Feeds (US 224 West)

P

419-423-1115

WATSON
Male, Terrier Mix
Age:
1 Year Old
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& CR 236)

Pest Control LLC
419-421-1234
GA

(Located at the

(Broad Ave. &
W Main Cross
corner
of SRSt)12

D R.

“Your Local Natural Pet Food Company”
Available in Findlay at Legacy Lawn & Pet
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Critter Getter
V

BE

ST B

D
REE

P

ww.crittergetterohio.com

Female,
American Rabbit
Age:
1 year old

Female, Tortie
Age:
1 Year old

Sponsored By:

Critter Getter

Pest Control LLC
419-421-1234

ww.crittergetterohio.com

OLLIE
Male, Beagle Mix
Age:
4 yrs old

BABBS

Sponsored By:
Marsha Harris

Sponsored By:

Sponsored by:

WENDELL
Male,
Domestic
Short Hair
Age:
2 years, 2 months

SKITTLES

A

TI

I

Sponsored By:

DIESEL
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CARAMEL
Female,
Tiger + White
Age: 3 Months

408 South Main Street
Findlay
419-422-7133
TheBakersCafeFindlay.com

Findlay
419-422-7731

1614 W. MAIN CROSS
FINDLAY
419-423-4445

VCAFindlayanimalcarecenter.com

ROLO

MAMA

Female,
American Rabbit
Age:
1 year old

Female,
Beagle/Pug Mix
Age:
13 years old

Sponsored By:

Steve Krugh
Excavating, Inc.
415 Bretnwood Ct.

VCA FINDLAY
CARE CENTER

408 South Main Street
Findlay
419-422-7133
TheBakersCafeFindlay.com

Sponsored By:

THE
UPS
STORE

2447 TIFFIN AVE.
FINDLAY
419-429-6245
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Dog makes folks welcome at Miss. church
By ERNEST HERNDON
ENTERPRISE-JOURNAL

M AGNOLI A , M is s.
(AP) — Terry’s Creek
Baptist Church has many
faithful members, no doubt
— but perhaps none more
so than a four-legged one
named Spike.
Spike is a big, black,
gentle Lab mix owned by
member and nearby resident Tom Gunther.
“Sunday morning he’ll
come running down the
road and stay down here
and meet every person that
drives up, and people will
pet him and he goes around
to every car and he’ll wait
at that front door,” said the
Rev. Laverne Summerlin,
pastor.
“When I open the door
he’s right there to greet
everybody. He’ll come in
on the front foyer mat and
sit right there. He greets
people and they talk to him.
“Every service he stays

ERNEST HERNDON / Associated Press

SPIKE IS A BIG, black
gentle lab mix owned
by Tom Gunther, a
member of Terry’s
Creek Baptist Church in
Magnolia, Mississippi.
After his mysterious first
appearance a decade ago
as a stray dog, Spike has
become a faithful member
of the church. At right,
Spike and Gunther gather
outside the church with
fellow member Catherine
Brown.

YOU HANDLED THE FIRST HELLO AND ALL OF THE ADVENTURES

at that front door until
we dismiss, and when we
dismiss he goes around to
every person.”
Spike’s orig ins are
uncertain before he arrived
at Terry’s Creek.
“He’s a stray,” Gunther
said. “When he first came
here, somebody must have
put him out. He’d been shot.
He’s got birdshot in his face
and chest.”

SEE CHURCH, A7
CONT FROM DOGGY, A3
in the basket, and my customers pay me through a bank
transfer.”
As COVID-19 cases in Colombia have climbed, city
governments are imposing social distancing measures,
and limiting the number of days per week that people
can go shopping. That’s turned delivery workers into an
increasingly important part of the economy.
Eros might not know that he’s become an essential
worker. But he is happy to help his owners and collect
his daily pay.
“He’s quite a glutton” Botero said. “He won’t leave your
house until you give him a treat.”

Let us help you with the goodbye.
Specializing in private pet cremation.

You can be confident that your pet will receive dignified fully private afterlife care.

• Locally owned
• Family operated

• Work with all area Vets
• 24/7 service

123 Cherry St., Findlay OH
567-525-0978 • www.restfulpetsllc.com

That was 10 or 12 years
ago. After Spike showed up
at Gunther’s house, Gunther asked around for an
owner. Unable to find one,
he took the dog in.
“From day one he came
to church,” Gunther said.
In most cases, that
might not be a good thing.
The last thing Gunther
wanted was a dog that pestered people at church. But
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Doggy training goes digital
By LINDA LOMBARDI
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Jennifer Stile was apprehensive when
she found out that training classes for
her puppy Josie would be moving online
because of the pandemic.
“Initially, I said I’d wait till it’s over,”
says Stile, who was taking a class at My
Fantastic Friend in Ellicott City, Maryland. “But then I realized that it wasn’t
going to be over fast enough, and I knew
I needed to train my dog and I didn’t have
the tools to do that without help.”
So she took the plunge — and she’s
glad she did.
“I’d been trying to watch YouTube
videos and do it on my own, but I wasn’t
getting that instant feedback, knowing
if I was doing it correctly,” she says.
“Having that feedback from a trainer
who was invested in me and my dog
and getting to know my dog, it was much
more successful than I thought.”
In fact, many trainers are finding
that holding classes and private sessions
online via videoconference is more than a
stopgap: There are advantages for them,
for their clients and for dogs.
One plus is that the setting is less
distracting than that of the typical inperson group class that takes place in
an unfamiliar environment with other

dogs around.
“People make progress more quickly,
which I think is encouraging for them,
and it’s more efficient,” says Kelly Lee
of Dog Kind Training in Davis, California. “And many dogs who could never
do an in-person class can come to these,
because they’re still in their comfort
zone.”
Maura Knestout found that to be true
for her terrier mix, Mia. “An in-person
group class wouldn’t have worked out
for us, because she wouldn’t have been
able to focus,” she says. “Doing the group
class online, I was able to see the other
dogs, and see how their handlers were
working with them, but we were in our
own space, so she could focus better.”
It can be less distracting for the
people, as well: They can focus on what
is being taught without having to worry
about wrangling their dog in an overstimulating environment.
For certain behavior issues, online
training may be the best way, pandemic
or not. Kate LaSala, who specializes in
problems like pet fear and aggression,
has been offering private sessions online
for several years.
“I have found that doing these types
of cases remotely is often easier on the
dog, because they don’t have a stranger
coming into the house,” she says. “It’s

less stressful for the dog, and less stressful for the people.”
This makes learning easier, as
Knestout discovered with Mia.
“We were actually able to speed up
the process because we didn’t have someone coming in our house and making her
nervous,” she says. “Once we switched to
online, she zoomed through the private
lessons.”
The ultimate goal of dog training,
LaSala says, is to provide owners with
the tools to work with their own dogs,
not for the trainer to do it. And although
each dog owner’s problems may feel
unique, there’s usually no need for her
to see the animal in action.
“I know what food guarding looks
like. I know what stranger danger looks
like,” she says. “I don’t need to instigate
the dog to see that behavior to help the
person or to help the dog.”
Technology also offers some benefits that would be harder to provide
in person. It’s easy to share video to
demonstrate a technique, and rewind
or slow-mo to focus on details. It’s easy
to record class, so some trainers share
video to help you review what was covered. And looking at video of yourself
working with your dog can let you see
more clearly what your trainer is talking
about when she gives you feedback.
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one day a member laid
down the law.
“Joe DeBl a nc s a id,
‘That dog ain’t bothering nobody. Let him be,’”
Gunther recalled.
Spike would remember
that gesture of kindness.
Others welcomed
Spike as well. Children
especially.
“He’s just friendly,”
Gunther said. “The deacons were meeting out
there and he just came up
to each one of them and
let them pet him.”
E v e n t u a l l y, S p i k e
ga ined of f icia l st atus
with a “security” card
attached to his collar.
“If anybody comes in
the church — I think it’s a
real security thing. He’ll
come down and check on
you,” Gunther said.
Spike attends funerals
at the church, too. Gunther recalls the time a
busload of folks arrived
for a funeral.
“He ran straight for
that bus. I looked and

every one one of them
had to pet him. I don’t
even know who those
people were,” Gunther
said.
“At a regular funeral
he’ll be there in the cemetery.”
On May 15, 2019, Gunther was up late in his
home office.
“I was up in there on
the computer about 2
o’clock in the morning,”
Gu nt her remembered.
“He left — I said, ‘Where
is he going? ’ — and came
down here and stayed
till 7 o’clock that night.
And that was the day Joe
passed.”
Spike’s old friend Joe
DeBl a nc h ad d ie d at
home at age 72.
Though Spike hasn’t
been ordained (so far
as anyone knows), he
obser ves the pastora l
code of confidentiality.
“People say he’ll keep
secrets for you,” Gunther
said. “He knows a lot of
secrets.”

Only the best
for our pets.
VCA Findlay
Animal Hospital

• Veterinary Services
• Preventative Care Clinic
• On Call Emergency Services
• Overall Health & Wellness

2141 Bright Rd, Findlay
419-423-7232

VCA Findlay
Animal Care Center
• Boarding & Grooming
• Dogs & Cats welcome
• Veterinary Services
• Preventive Care Clinic

1614 W Main Cross St, Findlay
419-423-4445
VCAFindlayanimalhospital.com
VCAFindlayanimalcarecenter.com
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