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A season like no other

By MATT NYE
FOR THE REVIEW TIMES

Coaching football in 2020 has 
been the most demanding it’s ever 
been. 

By this time, a football coach is 
talking “X’s” and “O’s” with their 
team. They take part in condi-
tioning, two-a-days and the game 
week practice, not to mention a few 
scrimmages. 

Almost none of that has been 
normal this year.

With the surge of COVID-19 in 
the United States since spring, foot-
ball coaches have been wondering 
if their seasons would be cancelled, 
like that of the spring sports season.  

It took almost the entire summer  
-- 10 days before kickoff -- but the 
football coaches finally know the 
season is good to go.

“We’ve been going through this 
since March, since everything hap-
pened when they sent all the kids 
home for online learning,” Fosto-

ria coach Derek Kidwell said. “We 
got a late notice at the end of May 
that we could start working out, 
but it was weird working out a 
schedule, so it’s been different and 
uncertain the whole summer. As 
far as practice-wise, we just keep 
doing the protocols as everybody 
else, just trying to do the face cov-
erings, keep the social distance. 
We’re sanitizing, we’re keeping 
them in small groups, trying to do 
everything every other program’s 
doing around the area and around 
the state.”

“It’s a little unsettling and frus-
trating for our kids when they ask 
us questions and we don’t have 
answers. Usually coaches and 
teachers and even parents, usually 
we have answers to questions a 
teenager asks us, and even today 
we don’t have answers. We have 
a tentative six-game schedule but 
that could be pulled at any time. 
We’re an extremely young team so 
we’re just embracing every day we 

do have practice, just so our young 
kids can get used to high school 
speed and our terminology and 
how we practice, so any day that 
we have to practice, we kind of take 

advantage of it.”
Contact sports such as football 

and soccer were not allowed to 
scrimmage against other teams and 
didn’t have their seasons approved 
until Aug. 18 by Ohio Governor 
Mike DeWine. 

The Ohio High School Athletic 
Association kept providing updates, 
but nothing definitive on a season 
happening. 

The waiting game had to be 
tough for coaches and for players, 
who get home from practice and 
see what’s on the news or on social 
media. With a majority of states 
canceling or delaying high school 
football this season, Ohio was wait-
ing for an answer.

“We basically went outside and 
found a ship and we all loaded up on 
that ship and we were hoping to see 
if we could get across the Atlantic,” 
Carey coach Jonathon Mershman 
said about waiting to see if they 
would play or not this preseason. 
“Maybe there is some land there or 

maybe not, I don’t know, but we got 
on and luckily we had all of the sup-
plies to get started. We had clean-
ing supplies, masks, hand sanitizer. 

“Our kids have been handling it 
OK, and it took a day or two to get 
used to all the different protocols 
and different things we had to do, 
and if they didn’t like it, then don’t 
show up was the mentality. There 
was times when we started to feel 
discouraged and wanted to get off 
the boat and find a life boat. Every 
day has been different, but I have 
been staying on the ship and pre-
paring to have a season.”

Calvert coach Steve Reser 
added; “With two-a-days start-
ing, it’s just one of those things 
you can’t pay attention to it as 
coaches or as players. We have to 
be ready whenever we’re ready. If 
it’s Aug. 28 or if it’s a scrimmage 
on Aug. 14, it’s a scrimmage on 
Aug. 14.

ZACH BAKER / Review Times
ELMWOOD FOOTBALL players do pushups while practicing social distancing this season. COVID-19 has thrown a wrench into many school sports schedules and beyond.

“It’s a little unsettling 
and frustrating for our 
kids when they ask us 
questions and we don’t 
have answers. Usually 
coaches and teachers 
and even parents, 
usually we have 
answers to questions a 
teenager asks us, and 
even today we don’t 
have answers.”

DEREK KIDWELL,
FOSTORIA FOOTBALL COACH See OTHER, A3



A 3P R E P  F O O T B A L LFOSTORIA REVIEW TIMES
THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 2020

Inside
Fostoria A4-5

Arcadia A6-7

Elmwood A8

Hopewell-Loudon A10-11

Lakota A14-15

North Baltimore A16

Tiffin Calvert A18

Van Buren A19

Vanlue A20

SPORTS EDITOR

Zach Baker

STAFF WRITERS

Dave Hanneman
John Montgomery
Josh Morgret
Matt Nye

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS

Zach Baker
Matthias Leguire
John Montgomery
Josh Morgret
Matt Nye

COVER DESIGN

Jason Smith

A note about this year’s football section
In talking to coaches for this 

year’s football section, there was 
a phrase that kept coming up.

“It’s up in the air.”
There were so many questions 

as the summer raced toward 
autumn.

Will there be a fall sports 
season?

Can athletes be safe playing 
football, volleyball and soccer?

Who is your starting outside 
linebacker?

The answer, so often, was the 
same.

“It’s up in the air.”
This is my first fall at The Cou-

rier and Review Times. I started 
as sports editor at the beginning 
of this month after spending 15 
years at The Advertiser-Tribune 
in Tiffin.

The first undertaking of my 

new position was to help put 
together this football section.

It was difficult. You’ll notice 
there are some changes to the 
product this year.

We’ve included team rosters 
instead of depth charts. The feel-
ing was that it would be tough 
for coaches — with a truncated 
offseason — to complete a depth 
chart with less time to practice.

There were some other things 
taken out due to staff and space 
changes.  Some teams were not 
included because of geography 
and circulation concerns.

Still, the project has come 
together, and we made it as in-
depth as we could.

Much of the credit for that 
goes to Dave Hanneman, who 
knows this area better than 
anyone. It shows in the previews 
he wrote.

Dave is a pro, and I’ve learned 

so much from him in just a few 
weeks.

I also want to thank Matt Nye, 
John Montgomery and Josh Mor-
gret for their help with this proj-
ect. It’s been a crazy few weeks, 
and I’m so happy to be working 
with them.

 We also got tremendous help 
from area athletic directors and 
coaches.

With the pandemic, some 
schools didn’t take team photos, 
and some photos were taken very 
close to our deadline.

Thanks so much to the ADs 
for their hard work, getting infor-
mation to us in a short period of 
time.

We also were aided by our 
designers, Jason Smith and 
Bobby Waddle, who worked long 
hours to put this all together.

This whole thing was a learn-
ing experience, but I believe the 

product remains strong. We are 
proud of it.

Now, we will turn our atten-
tion to this weekend’s football 
games. It’s going to be different, 
not just because of staff reduc-
tions, but because of the linger-
ing effects of the pandemic.

I wish I had more answers for 
you about what some of those dif-
ferences will be.

 I wish I knew whether this 
year’s six-week football season 
will happen as scheduled.

Mostly, I wish the coaches and 
athletes – for all sports – get to 
have the athletic seasons they’ve 
worked so hard for.

We promise to do the best we 
can to cover the area’s events, 
and bring you the coverage you 
expect and deserve.

We are staying positive.
Even with so much up in the 

air.

By ZACH BAKER
SPORTS EDITOR

Photo provided
HOPEWELL-LOUDON FOOTBALL coach Brian Colatruglio wears a mask while talking 
to quarterback Ashton Bour during a practice this month.

 It’s just great to see the 
young men and see their 
work ethic because they 
aren’t stupid, they under-
stand reality. They know 
who we’re up against. We’ve 
spoken about it, but rarely 
and they know things aren’t 
perfect out there with some 
things still in question, but 
you can’t tell by the way 
they come out here and 
practice.”

All offseason and into 
the regular-season prac-
tices, protocols have been in 
place for coaches to follow. 
A lot of things coaches have 
never had to worry about 
before.

“It’s different. Some of 
the protocols and a little 
bit in the way we practice 
with our grouping and our 
small groups and the off-
season,” Hopewell-Loudon 
coach Brian Colatruglio 
said. “It’s all been different. 
But our kids have been awe-

some. They’re trying to do 
whatever they need to do, 
our coaches are the same, 
just trying to do our part to 
get to Week 1. 

“The big adjustment 
we’re doing, and really 
trying to do statewide, is 
just limiting the time of 
your practice periods. One 
of the things they talk about 
is increasing the spread is 
the close contact for 15 
minutes, so we’re trying 
to do all of our periods and 
everything in nine min-
utes or less, giving breaks, 
switching up what we’re 
doing and trying to keep 
that close contact as lim-
ited as possible. We’re not 
in locker rooms, we’re just 
kind of operating almost 
like a youth team — every-
body shows up for practice 
dressed and they get going.”

Through all the proto-
cols, and new details imple-
mented to try to stop the 

Cont from OTHER, A2

See OTHER, A17
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GO
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WINNING
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1400 Sandusky St.
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Windows • Gutters

EXTERIORS

Have a Safe 
& Winning 

Season!

2020 REDMEN ROSTER     

No. Name Grade Ht. Wt.    
2 Julius Robinson Fr. 5-8  180
3 Brasen Sims Soph. 5-9 160
4 Gavin Miller Fr. 5-7 140
6 Dominique Settles Sr. 6-0 175
7 Xavier Ferguson Jr. 5-9 170
9 Kayden Hutchins So. 5-6 155
10 Landon Powell Jr. 5-9 155
12 E.J. Williams Sr. 6-0 165
15 Darius Barfield Sr. 5-10 160
20 Kristian Carter-Stokes Fr. 5-9 160

21 Jordan Ferguson Fr. 6-0 175
22 Matthew Balderama Fr. 5-6 145
24 Ronnie Diaz Fr. 5-8 145
25 Aiden Sprang So. 5-7 160
26 Caiden Essex Fr. 5-6 130
30 Machi Johnson Fr. 5-10 165
31 Eli Kiser Fr. 5-6 145
33 LaQuint Walker So. 5-7 165
40 Quincy McDonald Jr. 6-0 170
42 Jayden Smith Sr. 6-2 170
44 Christian Price Fr. 5-6 150

50 Josh McCarley Sr. 5-10 250
53 Tony Hernandez-Hill Fr. 5-6 210
54 Chaosity Hernandez Fr. 5-5 145
55 Hunter Martin So. 6-0 290
57 Demetrius Medlock Sr. 6-0 315
58 Kaileb Schube Fr. 5-6 160
59 Dakota Odom Sr. 5-6 200
61 Brandon Roberts So. 6-0 180
62 Drake Ritter So. 5-9 220
64 Dylan Holmes Fr. 6-0 170
65 Trace Agapiou So. 5-7 215

66 Warren Powell Fr. 5-8 225
70 Jesse Hall Sr. 6-2 330
72 Binicio Flores So. 5-9 245
73 Ethan Mercado Jr. 5-10 185
75 Keegan Seaburn Fr. 5-10 275
77 Daevon McBeth Jr. 6-0 220
80 Kalib Dick Sr. 5-10 170
81 Antonio Bernal So. 5-7 165
84 Derrick Kleinmark Fr. 5-5 115
87 Elijah Miller Sr. 5-10 170
89 Dion Springer Jr. 6-2 190

Redmen rebuilding, but eye another winning season

FOSTORIA — Fostoria 
posted its first winning season 
in a decade last year, but making 
it back to back this season will 
require a major rebuild.

The Redmen (6-4, 4-3 North-
ern Buckeye Conference) return 
just five veterans — two of those 
letters came on special teams —
on a squad of approximately 40 
players, with players from all four 
classes set to see action.

Luckily, coach Derek Kidwell 
said, the freshman class does 
bring talent and potential to go 
with the upperclassmen.

“We’ve got a real good fresh-
man class. Some of those kids 
are going to be forced to play,” he 
said. “And they’re accepting it, 
they’re accepting the challenge 
and they’ve looked pretty good 

in practice so far, but we haven’t 
faced an opponent and we haven’t 
done a whole lot of live (play).”

And that first look at live 
play won’t come until Week 1 in 
COVID-shortened six-game regu-
lar season. There aren’t even any 
scrimmages.

“It’ll be interesting,” Kidwell 
said.

It’s an all-Northern Buckeye 
Conference regular season this 
year.

Fostoria opens with road 
games at Eastwood (Aug. 28) 
and Lake (Sept. 4). Home games 
follow against Elmwood (Sept. 
11), Woodmore (Sept. 18) and 
Genoa (Sept. 25) before a Week 
6 trip to Otsego (Oct. 2).

Every team in the state will 
make the playoffs, which start in 
Week 7.

Each NBC team has one other 

conference game left. That’s Ross-
ford for Fostoria.

Those final NBC games will 
only occur if the teams involved 
have been eliminated early 
enough from the playoffs.

“I think the majority of ADs 
and coaches want to try to fill 
a 10-game schedule as much as 
possible, as long as there’s no 
(COVID-19) shutdowns or out-
breaks,” Kidwell said.

Like last year, Kidwell said 
much of Fostoria’s success will 
depend upon Dom Settles, who 
returns for his senior season at 
quarterback and free safety.

He threw for 2,003 yards and 
ran for another 649, account-
ing for 22 touchdowns for the 
Redmen.

“He looks good. We’ve got 
some potential on the perimeter 
with receivers; we’ve got some 

new kids who have showed up, 
that look exciting, that look pretty 
good. It’s just going to be a matter 
of if we can protect and block,” 
Kidwell said.

Senior E.J. Williams returns at 
receiver after catching 13 passes 
for 136 yards and two touch-
downs, with Elijah Miller adding 
depth after lettering last year at 
punter.

Kidwell said they’ll be joined 
by others looking to help out in 
the receiving game, but a big push 
will also have to come from the 
guys up front.

“I think we would be a very 
good 7-on-7 football team, which 
is what we have in the back half, 
but football is not played just 7 
on 7,” Kidwell said. “We’ve got to 
work hard to get some of these 
linemen up to speed and see if 
they can handle the physical-

ness of a varsity football game. 
I’m sure, like some teams around 
here, we’re kind of thin at offen-
sive line anyways.”

The offensive line is anchored 
by veteran senior Hunter Martin, 
with classmate Josh McCarley 
also showing promise after seeing 
some limited time last year.

Kidwell said the line situation 
has been a bit of a challenge this 
year due to players getting time 
off when they’re not feeling well.

“It’s been a revolving door for 
us to try to pencil in an offensive 
line. And that’s realistic, ‘cause 
it may happen during the season 
too,” he said. “If a starter gets 
sick on a Thursday …, they’re not 
going to play on a Friday for that 
team or for us. It’s just as impor-
tant to develop backups as it is 
starters right now.”

By JOHN MONTGOMERY
SPORTS WRITER

See REDMEN, A17
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Best of Luck
On A Safe and

Winning Season
To All Area Teams

200 N. Town St., Fostoria
419-435-8182

• Go Redmen

Have a Great Season

www.HoeningFuneralHome.com

GOOD LUCK ON A 
WINNING SEASON!

622 Parkway Drive, Fostoria
2311 Hayes Ave., Fremont

419-435-3482  •  419-334-8121
eyecentersofnwo.com

WE’RE SMILING
BIG FOR A

GREAT SEASON!

335 North Main Street 
FOSTORIA

419.435.6700
www.fostoriadentist.com

ASK ABOUT OUR 
NEW PATIENT 

SPECIAL!

2019         6-4

2018 4-6

2017 5-5

2016 4-6

2015 2-8

2014 4-6

2013 0-10

2012 0-10

2011 5-5

2010 0-10

2019 RESULTS RECORD BOOK2020 SCHEDULE

FostoriaFostoria
Oak Harbor 12-49

Scott 43-6

Hopewell-Loudon 36-0

Eastwood 20-55

Lake 22-14

Elmwoood 36-35

Rossford 16-38

Genoa 36-31

Otsego 26-31

Woodmore 48-13

Date  Opponent Home/Away

Aug. 28 Eastwood A
Sept. 4 Lake A
 11 Elmwood H
 18 Woodmore H
 25 Genoa H
Oct. 2 Otsego A

REDMEN
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Best of Luck
Redskins!
Have a Safe 

Season

LLC

381Perry St. 419-435-2224

GOOD LUCK
AREA TEAMS

From Our Team At

GOOD LUCK

800 N. Main Street
419-435-5332

TO ALL
AREA 

TEAMS!

Now
Accepting
Walk-Ins

W� S��u�� S�u��n� A���e�e�!
As a new school year begins, we’d like to take this opportunity to wish the dedicated 
student athletes a great season. We know it isn’t easy to balance your team and academic 
responsibilities and we recognize your hard work.

Good luck to the athletes and coaches!

2020 REDSKIN ROSTER     

No. Name Grade Ht. Wt.    
10 Kaiden Scott Sr. 5-10 160
11 Logan Crawford Jr. 5-5 130
12 Collin Yoakum Jr. 5-10 140
13 Josh Cassell Jr. 5-10 150
14 Adam Emerich Fr. NA NA
15 Caleb Rader Jr. 5-10 165

22 Logan Boes Sr. 5-10 140
23 Thomas Keefe So. 5-8 170
24 Brayden Stoner Jr. NA NA
25 Noah Stahl Sr. 5-10 170
28 Jacob Preble Fr. NA NA
33 Caden Schube Fr. NA NA
37 Zander Geren So. 5-6 104

52 Ethan Smarr Sr. 5-9 185
54 Evan Goodman Jr. 5-7 195
55 Chase Distel Sr. 5-5 160
56 Brady Conine Jr. 6-2 180
57 Keegan Fraley So. 5-9 155
61 Ryand Ernest So. 6-0 190
62 E.J. Tong Sr. 5-8 225

65 John Snow Sr. 6-1 210
75 Nate Jones So. 5-9 225
85 Brycen Lucius Fr. NA NA
87 Evan Cohee Sr. 6-1 220
88 Bryan Harrison Sr. 5-10 130

Arcadia happy with how it lines up
Arcadia has a number of 

strengths on this year’s roster, 
but the one that stands out the 
most to coach Ethan Percer is 
the offensive line.

“It’s gonna be 
the best offensive 
line I’ve had since 
I’ve been here,” 
Percer said.

T h e r e ’ s  a 
reason for that.  

Ethan Smarr, 
a senior, is back 
at center, while 
another senior, E.J. Tong, 
returns at guard. A junior, Brady 
Conine, will play the other 
guard spot. Another senior, John 
Snow, will play one of the tackle 
spot and sophomore Ryland Ear-
nest will play the other.

“So we’ve got a few young 

guys in there, but also three 
key seniors who have been on 
the team since their freshman 
year for us,” Percer said. “So it 
should be good. And also, three 
of them were starters on the line 
last year.”

That’s impor-
tant, as the Red-
sk ins w i l l  be 
starting a new 
q u a r t e r b a c k . 
Percer said the 
competit ion is 
down to two play-
ers, senior Logan 
Boes and junior 

Josh Cassell.
“They’re both out there, 

trying to get the job done to see 
who’s going to be our starter for 
us Week 1,” Percer said.

One thing is for sure, though: 
Cassell will have a big role.

“If he’s not at quarterback, 

he’s gonna be somewhere on the 
field for us,” Percer said.

That’s likely to be at a skill 
position, where the Redskins 
have a number of pieces back. 
Thomas Keefe will play tailback, 
while Logan Crawford figures to 
play slot receiver. Kaiden Scott 
also could be at receiver or in 
the backfield.

“Wherever we need him to 
go,” Percer said. “It’s nice to 
have those guys there.”

Percer described Arcadia’s 
offensive scheme as multiple, 
though it tends toward a spread.

“I guess you could say ‘spread’ 
if you need to,” he said, “but we 
also have a variety of different 
formations and schemes we’ll 
get into, depending on week-to-
week.”

The Redskins also will have 
another advantage this season: 
With their numbers up, they 

don’t have as many player going 
both ways.

“It’s gonna be key keeping 
those guys fresh, especially 
Weeks 1 and 2, playing bigger 
teams in the area,” Percer said. 
“I think that’s gonna be able to 
help us a lot.”

On defense, the Redskins 
should  get a boost from new-
comer Steven Mullins.

“He played middle school 
(football at Arcadia),” Percer 
said. “He’s gonna be, hopefully, a 
huge part of our defensive line.”  

Nate Jones is expected to be 
at nose guard, with some of the 
other positions still to be deter-
mined.

Still, Percer said he’s optimis-
tic about the group.

“Defensive line should look 
pretty good for us, too,” he said. 
“I think our line’s one of our 
better assets this year than it 

ever has been.”
The Redskins a lso have 

options at linebacker.
“Right now we’re trying 

to figure out who’s going to 
be there,” Percel said. “We’ve 
got...it looks like Ethan Smarr, 
Tommy Keefe, Noah Stahl, 
Kaiden Scott all trying to fight 
for a position.”

Scott, as well as Cassell, will 
each roam between the line-
backer and safety positions, 
while Caleb Rader also figures 
into the secondary.

Percel is optimistic about the 
season.

“Everything’s been going 
good for us, everybody’s healthy 
going into Week 1,” he said. 
“Making sure we’re prepared for 
Liberty-Benton Week 1. It’s been 
a little different at practice with 
all the new changes and every-
thing, but we’re making it work.”  

By ZACH BAKER
SPORTS EDITOR

“It’s gonna be the best 
offensive line I’ve had 
since I’ve been here.” 

ETHAN PERCER,
ARCADIA HIGH SCHOOL

FOOTBALL COACH
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GOOD LUCK
REDSKINS!
Deep Cryogenic Treatment

CNC   Grinding   EDM

ESTABLISHED 1967

Specialists in precision machining
202 South St., Arcadia
Phone: 419 894-6426

Fax: 419 894-6920

CHARGE ON TO VICTORY
“GOOD LUCK

 AREA TEAMS”
FROM OUR
TEAM AT

1621 N. Countyline (Rt. 23) • Fostoria
419-435-9211

www.PaulColeMotors.net

              Like us on Facebook

2019 5-5

2018 2-8

2017 2-8

2016 0-10

2015 1-9

2014 2-8

2013 3-7

2012 4-6

2011 7-4

2010 4-6

2019 RESULTS RECORD BOOK2020 SCHEDULE

ArcadiaArcadia
Hardin Northern 26-48

Waynesfield-Goshen 17-33

Crestline 34-6 

Vanlue 45-14

Leipsic 14-52

Riverdale 38-35

Arlington 0-41

North Baltimore 49-20

Cory-Rawson 38-20

Pandora-Gilboa 14-42

REDSKINS

Date  Opponent Home/Away

Aug. 28 Liberty-Benton A
Sept. 4 Van Buren A
 11 Vanlue A
 18 Cory-Rawson H
 25 Riverdale H
Oct. 2 North Baltimore H
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Sewer & Drain
Cleaning Service
A National Service
available locally

*Residential
*Commercial

*Industrial
Tim Munger

GOOD LUCK TO ALL 
AREA TEAMS!

Go
Royals!

HERE’S TO
A SAFE &
WINNING
SEASON

Your Friends At

The Country
Farmhouse

117 E Main St.
Wayne

419-288-2888

“A Family 
Business You 
Can Trust”

Doug, Dannielle,
Charles & 

Barbara Barndt
Funeral 

Directors
Telephone:

419-288-2857
GOOD LUCK

ROYALS

www.edwardjones.com Member CIPF

GO null.
WE'RE WITH YOU ALL THE WAY.

John W Irwin
Financial Advisor
.

322 North Main Street
Fostoria, OH 44830
419-435-0463

Member SIPC

www.edwardjones.com Member CIPF

GO null.
WE'RE WITH YOU ALL THE WAY.

John W Irwin
Financial Advisor
.

322 North Main Street
Fostoria, OH 44830
419-435-0463

Member SIPC

John W. Irwin
Financial Advisor
113 E. Center St.

Fostoria, OH 44830
419-435-0463

Rick Ernest
Financial Advisor

513 Plaza Dr.
Fostoria, OH 44830

419-435-1017

WE SUPPORT AREA TEAMS

Jenna Irwin
Financial Advisor
113 E. Center St.

Fostoria, OH 44830
419-435-0463

Bradley Zoeller
Financial Advisor
113 E. Center St.

Fostoria, OH 44830
419-435-0463

2019         4-6

2018 2-8

2017 1-9

2016 2-8

2015 2-8

2014 1-9

2013 1-9

2012 4-6

2011 4-6

2010 5-5

2019 RESULTS RECORD BOOK2020 SCHEDULE

ElmwoodElmwood

North Baltimore 46-13

Lakota 21-7

Northwood 40-52

Genoa 0-29

Rossford 27-42

Fostoria 35-36

Otsego 20-36

Woodmore 43-8

Eastwood 12-34

Lake 30-27

ROYALS

Date  Opponent Home/Away

Aug. 28 Genoa H
Sept. 4 Rossford H
 11 Fostoria A
 18 Lake A
 25 Woodmore H
Oct. 2 Eastwood A

2020 ROYAL ROSTER     

No. Name Grade Ht. Wt.    
1 Mason Mossbarger So. 6-0 160

2 Konnor Logston Sr. 6-2 185

3 Brady Berlekamp So. 5-3 140

4 Kyler Heiserman Jr. 6-0 185

5 Declan Rowe So. 5-6 135

6 Josh Condon Sr. 5-10 180

7 Alex Arnold So. 5-9 165

10 Colin Campbell Fr. 5-5 110

11 Easton Thomas So. 5-9 152

12 Brennan Hiser Fr. 5-8 141

13 Pierson Parson Fr. 5-7 150

14 Adam Meyer So. 5-5 150

15 Gunner Endicott Jr. 5-9 169

16 Will Keiffer Jr. 6-0 165

18 Clinton Ankey Fr. 5-9 135

20 Wyatt Zeigler So. 5-7 132

21 Mason Oliver So. 5-9 180

22 Luke Armbruster Fr. 5-9 160

23 Landon Murray So. 5-10 152

25 Lex Voska So. 5-8 151

26 Cannon Endicott So. 5-10 155

28 Daniel Duvall Sr. 5-9 170

30 Jacoby Addy Sr. 5-6 135

32 Bryan Grilliot So. 5-7 165

33 Aaron Gardner Sr. 5-11 150

42 Broden Reynolds So. 5-7 145

45 James Jenkins Fr. 5-9 145

46 Austin Hudson Sr. 6-2 195

48 Frank Blair So. 5-10 160

50 Will Sorenson Jr. 6-0 171

51 Evan King So. 6-2 175

52 Ethan Baum Fr. 5-4 190

53 Zach May So. 5-9 191

54 Adam Mohre So. 5-9 152

55 Allen Sterling So. 6-0 200

56 Phillip Korer Fr. 5-6 225

57 Owen Seedorf Fr. 5-10 160

58 Casey Frank Jr. 6-3 180

59 Jonathan Bognar Jr. 5-7 260

60 Logan Bomer So. 6-2 240

61 Tanner Pennington So. 5-8 220

62 Elijah Reynolds Sr. 5-11 175

63 Kyle Long So. 6-0 215

64 Trey Brossia Jr. 5-10 260

65 Luke Barringer Fr. 6-0 180

66 Keathen Jacobs So. 6-0 250

67 Caleb Peery So. 5-11 250

68 Josiah Boggs So. 5-9 201

71 Tyler Baum Jr. 5-3 230

72 Cadan Haman Fr. 5-10 170

74 Jimmy Palmer Fr. 5-8 200

76 Colton Ickes Jr. 5-9 220

77 Seth Barringer Jr. 6-2 315

78 Max Radish Sr. 6-0 305

79 Tyler Cleaves Sr. 5-10 280

80 Aydan Gheen Fr. 5-7 120
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Elmwood wants to continue its upward trend

Greg Bishop’s tenure in Bloom-
dale has been marked by steady 
improvement.

In his first season as Elmwood’s 
coach, Bishop’s Royals won only 
once. They won twice in 2018, and 
last year, Elmwood went 4-6,

Last season was the Royals best 
since 2012.

Bishop credits the improvement 
to the time and dedication his play-
ers have put in.

“The last couple years we’ve 
gotten better, and that’s come 
down to kids investing time into 
the weight room, investing time 
into camps. Not mandatory stuff, 

but being there, investing time.
“We always talk about, if you 

invest time, you care a lot more 
when push comes to shove,” Bishop 
said. “Things don’t go your way, it 
hurts, it stings a little more than 
someone who maybe hasn’t put 
time in. Doing those things has 
gotten us to where we are now.”

Elmwood will look to take 
another step this year, and they 
may have the quarterback to do it.

Konnor Logston returns as sig-
nal-caller after leading the North-
ern Buckeye Conference in yards 
through the air in 2019.

“Konnor, one of the things he 
needs to do, he’s becoming more of 
a leader,” Bishop said. “He’s a cap-
tain this year for us, so he’s taken 

on a leadership role in addition to 
being a quarterback.”

Still, Bishop added that no posi-
tion – not even one with a strong 
returner like Logston – is set in 
stone.

“We still have a battle at that 
position; we want competition at 
every spot,” Bishop sad. “That’s 
how you become a better football 
team. We want competition across 
the board. “

At the other skill positions, the 
Royals have Danny Duvall and Josh 
Condon returning at wide receiver, 
as well as Gunner Endicott. In addi-
tion, Elmwood brings back tailback 
Mason Oliver, who split time at the 
position as a freshman.

“A lot of time, a lot of playing 

experience,” Bishop said of the 
pass-heavy offense. “That helps a 
lot, too.”

On the offensive line, Elmwood 
returns Allen Sterling.

On the defensive side, Elmwood 
uses a 3-4 front (three down line-
men, four linebackers). It used a 
4-2-5 for much of last season.

“We kind of did more of (the 
3-4) last year as well,” Bishop said. 
“We just feel it fits our personnel 
the best and we want to try to put 
our kids in the best spot to be suc-
cessful. It’s where we’re at right 
now: a 3-4 defense.”

It looks to be a younger defense, 
with Kyler Heiserman at linebacker 
and Max Radish at  nose tackle. Oli-
iver and Duvall are set to play the 

safety spots.
That means there will be new 

starters in a number of spots.
“We have to step up. It’s next-

man up,” Bishop said. “The senior 
class (last year), we loved those 
kids, but it’s these guys’ time now. 
They’ve got to step up. Our main 
thing is, across the board, we’ve got 
to have a tough mind set. We’ve got 
to be tough kids. That takes you a 
long way.”

Bishop said the Royals will be 
ready to go.

“We’re gonna be tough, and 
we’re gonna get after people. We’re 
still coming off the ball,” he said. 
“That’s the mind set we’re instilling 
in these kids.”

By ZACH BAKER
SPORTS EDITOR

ZACH BAKER / The Courier
THE ELMWOOD football team 
trains for the 2020 season.
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2020 CHIEFTAIN ROSTER     

No. Name Grade Ht. Wt.    
2 Devin Falter Jr. 5-10 155
3  Hayden Welly Jr 5-11 210
4 Bryce Avalon Sr. 5-10 200 
5 Peyton Burns Sr. 5-9 150 
6  Ried Jury  Jr. 5-10 175
7 Adam Kreais Fr. 5-10 155
8 Luke Jameson Sr. 6-6 210 
9 Lance Crawford Jr. 5-9 150 
10 Evan Kreais  Fr. 6-3 160 
11 Jagger Endicott So. 5-9 160 
12 Blake Berrier Fr. 5-7 125
13  Blake Hoover Sr. 5-8 155 

14 Tyler Fedele Jr.  6-2 205 
15 Levi Stahl Fr. 5-6 115 
16 Gavin Jordan So.  5-9 150 
17  Edgar Harrison Jr. 5-11 170 
18  Ashton Bour Jr. 5-10 185 
19 Sherron Jones Jr. 5-11 150
20 Caiden Scott  Fr. 5-5 110 
21 Joe Colatruglio Jr. 5-9 200 
22 Adam Sendelbach Sr. 5-9 
23 Braylon Smith  So. 6-3 200 
24  Isaac Gaietto  Jr. 5-10 185
25  C.J. Smith Sr. 5-11 235 
28  Nico Garcia Jr. 5-10 165

30 Aaron Smith So. 5-9 170 
33  Daniel Lommerse Sr. 6-2 210 
36 Eric Hoover Jr. 5-10 165 
50 Terry Dell Sr. 5-11 230 
51 Ethan Watkins Sr. 6-2 220 
52 Declan Showman Fr. 5-9 175 
53 Brandon Boes Jr. 6-3 290 
54 Haden Stahl So. 5-10 205 
55 Noah Kubitz Fr. 5-9 170 
59 Kade Nelson Jr. 5-10 205 
60  Ryan Cook Jr. 5-10 270
61 Ayden Fetro Fr. 6-1 230 
62 Octavio Garcia So. 5-10 190 

64 Bryson Fuller Sr. 5-10 265
67 Israel Ortiz So. 5-5 185 
70  Chase Jorgensen So. 6-2 235
72  Matthew Rybka Jr. 5-10 265 
75  Erik Hossler So. 5-10 190 
77  Lucas Nutter Jr. 5-10 195 
78  Collin Masterson So. 5-10 265 
80  Lane Baker Fr. 5-7 120 
84  George Beucler So. 5-10 165 
88 Robert Crowe Jr. 5-10 180

Chieftains bring back a lot of experience
Editor’s note: The start of 
Hopewell-Loudon’s season was 
upended by a few members of 
the program testing positive for 
COVID-19. The team’s opening 
game with Montpelier has been 
cancelled.

BASCOM — It’s not that 
Hopewell-Loudon coach Brian 
Colatruglio is disappointed the 
Chieftains will snap a four-year 
absence from the playoffs, he just 
thought this year’s group was 
ready to earn the berth.

“I’m still kind of old school, I’ve 
always felt that football was spe-
cial with earning your way in (to 

the playoffs),” Colatruglio said.
“We knew we had a pretty good 

team coming back so we really felt 
we were going to be right in the 
hunt for a league championship, 
for a playoff berth,” he said. “Now 
to know that we’re going to get a 
chance to play beyond (the regu-
lar season) is somewhat exciting, 
but it’s also a little bit, ‘man, we 
really felt we were going to earn 
our way in this year.’ But we’ll 
get a chance to prove ourselves 
against good teams in our region.”

But after the six game-regular 
season.

Hopewell-Loudon was to open 
Friday by hosting Montpelier, but 
that game has been cancelled. It 
is scheduled to face off against 
the other five members of the 

Sandusky Bay Conference River 
Division — Gibsonburg at home 
Sept. 4, at Margaretta Sept. 11, at 
Fremont St. Joe Sept. 18, Lakota 
at home Sept. 25 and at Heidel-
berg University to play Calvert 
Oct. 2.

Danbury is not a football 
member of the SBC River this 
year.

The Chieftains return 23 vet-
erans, but have areas to improve 
after going just 4-6 overall and 3-3 
in their first year in the Sandusky 
Bay Conference River Division.

That starts on defense.
Eight starters are back on that 

side of the ball, but Colatruglio 
said getting better there has been 
a focal point, and with good rea-
sons.

Opponents ran for 2,505 yards 
and 34 touchdowns against H-L 
last year and threw for another 
689 yards and eight scores.

“It’s been said before, ‘You’ve 
got a bunch of starters back, but 
we weren’t very good on defense,’” 
Colatruglio said with a laugh. “We 
gave up a lot of points, a lot of 
yards last year. We really strug-
gled to stop the run.

“That’s been our emphasis 
this camp, that we absolutely 
have to be better on defense,” he 
said. “We’re going to be a little 
bit bigger, a little bit stronger, a 
little bit more physical up front, 
and hopefully we’ll stay healthy 
and will improve on that side of 
the ball.”

Linebackers Adam Sendel-

bach (48) and Isaac Gaietto (46) 
combined for 94 tackles last year, 
defensive back Ried Jury added 
38, and defensive linemen Ethan 
Watkins (36), Brandon Boes (35) 
and Brodie Vitt (32) each tallied 
at least 30.

The Chieftains bring back 
talent and strength on offense.

Junior Ashton Bour returns 
at quarterback after earning 
first-team SBC River honors by 
throwing for 1,678 yards and 13 
touchdowns and running for 604 
yards and 11 more scores.

“He’s come back just so much 
more comfortable, so much more 
in command of what we’re doing. 
I look for him to have a really big 
year,” Colatruglio said.

By JOHN MONTGOMERY
SPORTS WRITER

See H-L, A17
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We’ve Got Linemen, Too. Like your team our linemen are a big part of 
our North Central Electric Cooperative team. 
The team also includes employees and board 

members that work together to serve over 9,600 
members with reliable, affordable electricity.

North Central is a proud to support high school sports in the Fostoria area.

2019 4-6

2018 4-6

2017 3-7

2016 5-5

2015 6-4

2014 3-7

2013 4-6

2012 5-5

2011 10-1

2010 6-3

2019 RESULTS RECORD BOOK2020 SCHEDULE

Hopewell-LoudonHopewell-Loudon
Van Buren 7-56

Mohawk 7-25

Fostoria 0-36

Lakota 49-46

Margaretta 14-42

Pymatuning Valley 37-22

Fremont St. Joe 43-6

Danbury 45-8

Calvert 21-24

Gibsonburg 26-48

Date  Opponent Home/Away

Sept 4. Gibsonburg H
 11 Margaretta A
 19 St. Joe A
 15 Lakota H
Oct. 3 Calvert A

CHIEFTAINS
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Good Luck To 
All Area Teams!
419-435-1781
128 W. North St.
Fostoria

Fostoria Rail 
Preservation Society

www.fostoriairontriangle.com

Fostoria Rail
Preservation Society

“Best of Luck Area Teams”

“The Biggest Little Furniture Store Around”

Area’s Largest Selection of 
Quality Furniture

419-637-7292 • www.vehandson.com

“A Family 
Business

You Can Trust”
Doug, Dannielle,

Charles & 
Barbara Barndt

Funeral Directors

GO RAIDERS
GO TEAM GO

Telephone: 
419-288-2857

2020 RAIDER ROSTER     

No. Name Grade Ht. Wt.    
1 Cody Paul Fr. 5-10 130 
2  Josh Matz Jr. 6-0 180 
3  Tarian Bowling Sr. 6-0 160
4  Case Paul  Fr. 5-11 130
5  Jayson Bennington So. 5-7 150
6  Chase Dussel Fr. 5-6 120
7  Jaden Myers Sr. 5-8 130 
8  Levi Puckett Fr. 5-8  135 
9  Logan Streacker So. 5-11 190 
11  Austin Witte Jr. 5-5  160
12  Carson Zender  Jr. 5-11 175 

13  Cody Biddle Fr. 5-8  130 
14  Cameron Burley Jr. 6-2 165
17  Kian Johns Fr. 5-6  115
18  Jacob Stuller So. 6-1 155 
20  Kinzer Dussel Jr. 6-2 175 
21  David Williams Jr. 5-7 135 
22  Jacob Keim Jr. 5-11 175
23  AJ Lindsay Jr. 6-0  150 
24  Ben Hovis  Jr. 6-1 160 
26  Micah Williams Fr. 5-8 145 
27  Colyn Sheehan Sr. 5-11 160 
32  Jesse Wright Fr. 5-8  145 

33  Devan McEwan So. 5-10 145 
34  Mykey Karn Sr. 5-6 135 
50  Gavin Eidenour Fr.  5-9 200 
52  Dylan Wyant Jr.  6-1 250 
54  Devyn Toy  So. 5-11 215 
55  Hunter Gault Fr. 6-1  220 
56  Payton Ackerman  Sr. 6-1 265
57  Trenton Hicks  Fr. 5-9 175 
58  Isaac King Fr. 5-7 140 
60  Ethan Bomer So. 5-5 155 
61  Jonathan Rosas So.  5-7 200 
62  Spencer Franks  Jr. 5-8  210 

64 Landon Kroetz So. 5-8 170 
66  Casey Warren So.  5-8 250 
70  Gabe Garlick Fr. 5-6 180 
71 Dallas Dauterman Sr. 6-2 250 
72 Grady Moon Jr.  6-3 245 
73  Tyler Reyna Jr.  5-8 230 
77  Nick Bankey Jr. 5-11 280 
78  Drew Matz Fr.  6-0 225
79  Connor Secord Fr.  5-8 155
85  Alex Miller Fr.  6-2  160 
88  Peyton Hardin So. 5-9 135

Raiders starting to see stability
KANSAS — When Mike 

Lento stepped into the position as 
Lakota football coach in 2016, he 
was the fifth coach in five years.

A lot of programs have no 
head coaching changes over the 
course of five seasons, but Lento 
was inheriting a group that had 
no consistency and need stability.

Beginning his fourth season at 
the helm of the Raiders, Lento is 
starting to see just that, noting 
that something as simple as the 
same defense is continuing to 
build the Lakota program.

“Stability in any program — 
no matter what it is as far as any 
sport — is key,” Lento said. “The 
guys know what you expect and 

what you get. This is the third 
year running the same defense 
and this is the fourth year in this 
offensive scheme.”

That offensive scheme started 
out last season with a sophomore 
quarterback in Josh Matz and 
the league’s top returning run-
ning back, Trevor Franks. But, in 
a season-opening loss to Mohawk, 
Matz, as well as back-up quarter-
back Carter Reinhart were hurt, 
leaving a majority of the offensive 
load on the shoulders of Franks.

“Offensively, we are kind of 
new,” Lento said. “(Josh) broke 
his hand last year in Week 1 and 
Carter gets hurt in the same and 
we basically have to go to a new 
offense. The difference is our 
backups last year were sopho-

mores and freshmen. They had 
little to no experience and it was 
trial by fire. This year, we have 
backups that have got time.”

Franks racked up 320 carries 
for 2,009 yards and 24 touch-
downs, but the Lakota passing 
game was almost non-existent. 
Lento expects that to change this 
season with Matz now a junior 
and ready to push his game to 
the next level.

“He has to get the game back 
and get the flow of the offense 
back,” Lento said. “I told him 
that he has been eased into this, 
but what I need — a great quar-
terback manages bad plays and 
plays the next play. I told him he 
needs to get to that. I am giving 
him the keys to the Corvette and 

it is time for him to start driving 
the Corvette. We trust him and 
want him to be confident.”

Lento acknowledges that a 
player like Franks does not come 
around all the time, but it is a 
new season with new challenges 
awaiting the Raiders, who have 
finished 4-6 in each of the last two 
seasons.

“You are never going to replace 
an athlete like Trevor Franks,” 
Lento said. “It is great to have. 
You are always going to miss a 
Trevor Franks. The good thing 
about it is — and this is not taking 
anything away from Trevor and 
what he has done for our program 
— but now, you are not going to 
be able to focus on one guy. We 
have got guys on the bench that 

we can put in and they can be 
game-breakers at any moment in 
time.”

With nearly all of the offense 
gone from last year in Franks, 
every player will get an opportu-
nity to step up and lead the Raid-
ers – on the field and off the field.

“We told our guys that offen-
sively, we have to be unselfish,” 
Lento said. “We have to have an 
unselfish team because we are 
going to distribute the ball around 
to our athletes. We have three dif-
ferent running backs that can go 
in the backfield. We have eight 
different receivers that can be on 
the field and really play. We have 
to stay healthy and stay healthy 
in the right positions. If you can 

By JOSH MORGRET
FOR THE REVIEW TIMES

See RAIDERS, A21
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Good Luck
Area Teams!

BURNS
Petroleum

Todd Burns

270 S. US Rte. 23
Fostoria, Ohio
419-436-0562

1-800-231-1468

Best of Luck
Area Teams

from
Below Insurance

Services
307 N. Main St.,

Fostoria

Farm • Home
419-436-1204

Denny Below
Independent Agent

2019 4-6

2018 4-6

2017 5-5

2016 2-8

2015 4-6

2014 4-6

2013 4-6

2012 2-8

2011 1-9

2010 0-10

2019 RESULTS RECORD BOOK2020 SCHEDULE

LakotaLakota
Mohawk 8-33

Elmwood 7-21

Hopewell-Loudon 46-49

Hicksville 12-56

Gibsonburg 14-48

Margaretta 28-12

Fremont St. Joe 42-7

Danbury 64-0

Calvert 14-48

 

Date  Opponent Home/Away

Aug. 28 Edon A
Sept. 4 Margaretta H
 11 Fremont St. Joe H
 18 Calvert H
 25 Hopewell-Loudon A
Oct. 2 Gibsonburg A

RAIDERS
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www.caseyssales.com
13625 Deshler Rd.

North Baltimore
419-257-2171

Good 
Luck

TIGERS! GOOD LUCK 
TEAMS ON A 

WINNING SEASON
Kohart Recycling

Hours M-F 8-4:30/ Sat. 9-12

634 Spruce St.
Fostoria

419-435-7792

2019         3-7

2018 1-9

2017 6-4

2016 5-5

2015 5-5

2014 5-5

2013 2-8

2012 2-8

2011 3-7

2010 3-7

2019 RESULTS RECORD BOOK2020 SCHEDULE

North BaltimoreNorth Baltimore
Elmwood 13-46

Ayersville 33-26

Cory-Rawson 38-21

Crestline 28-33

Vanlue 40-18

Van Buren 12-58

McComb 13-61

Arcadia 20-49

Liberty-Benton 0-56

Riverdale 13-54 

Date  Opponent Home/Away

Aug. 28 Arlington H
Sept. 4 Cory-Rawson H
 11 Riverdale H
 18 Vanlue H
 25 Van Buren A
Oct. 2 Arcadia A

TIGERS

2020 TIGER ROSTER     

No. Name Grade Ht. Wt.    
1 Kevin Ramirez Jr. 5-8 130
2 Johnny Hagemyer Jr. 6-0 160
3 Zach Weinandy Sr. 5-10 190
4 Brendon Woodward Jr. 6-0 150
5 Isaiah Boyd Jr. 5-10 180
7 Mitch Clark Jr. 6-1 170

10 Gunner Kepling Jr. 6-1 160
12 Rowen Fr 5-8 145
 Tackett-Spangenberg

13 Torien Lute So. 5-11 145
15 Owen Clark Fr. 5-10 140
24 Charles Grilliot Jr. 5-10 175
33 Austin Gibson Sr. 5-9 185

34 Alex Benjamin Sr. 5-7 155
40 Gaige Dewitt So. 6-0 190
50 Johnnie Hernandez Sr. 6-0 255
51 Brock Baltz So. 5-11 225
54 Evan Martin Sr. 5-10 250
55 Logan Keller Jr. 5-11 240
56 Andre Johnson Fr. 5-6 200

58 Adin Burelson So. 5-10 185
62 Jeremiah Suman So. 6-2 240
64 Kaleb Kelley So. 5-5 150
65 Don Courtney Fr. 5-11 180
66 Wyatt Baltz Fr. 5-11 155
72 Chance Jones-Coup Sr. 5-8 230
74 Jaydon Hill So. 6-2 320

NB’s Ishmael looking to change the culture
Wade Ishmael is the new 

coach at North Baltimore, but 
he’s not new to the school or the 
community.

Ishmael graduated from Oak 
Harbor. But he spent his first 

two years of high school at NB. 
In addition, Ishmael has been a 
longtime assistant with the pro-
gram.

“I’ve been an assistant here 
for like nine years,” he said. “I’ve 
seen ups and downs, seen good 
things, seen bad things. I’m look-

ing to change the culture.”
It’s a task Ishmael is looking 

forward to.
“I’m a hometown guy. I love 

this town,” he said. “I wouldn’t 
be here if I didn’t love this town. 
This is like a dream to be the 
head coach here.”

Ishmael and his players will 
be working to improve upon a 
2019 season in which the Tigers 
started 3-2, but then dropped 
their last five games.

They will look to do it with 
a new starting quarterback. 
Gunner Kepling, a junior, will 

step in as signal-caller. He will 
be aided by Zach Weinandy, a 
wide receiver/running back who 
Ismael called “a big part of our 
offense.”

Mitch Clark and Johnny 
Hagemyer – also receivers – 

By ZACH BAKER
SPORTS EDITOR

See NB, A17
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The backfield will feature 
a four-player rotation between 
senior Darius Barfield, sopho-
more Quinton Walker, fresh-
man Julius Robinson and 
Matt Balderama.

“We’ve been letting all 
four of them get in the mix 
just to see what we have,” 
Kidwell said. “They all are a 
little different.”

Many of the Redmen will 
play on both sides of the ball.

As mentioned earlier, 
Settles is back at free safety, 
and will be joined in the defen-
sive backfield by a rotation of 
Miller (DB), Williams (DB), 
Robinson (SS), Balderama 
(CB), Jordan Ferguson (S) 
and junior Landon Powell 
(CB).

Martin and McCarley will 
be joined on the line by a trio 

of sophomores
Senior Kalib Dick heads 

up the linebacking corps this 
year after lettering last year 
on special teams. His coun-
terparts will be new to the 
varsity game.

“We need to replace all 
of our linebackers,” Kidwell 
said.

And get the best play out 
of them and everyone else to 
do well in the NBC, he added.

Kidwell said the confer-
ence once again looks tough, 
with powers like Eastwood at 
the top while everyone else 
looks to be at least talented 
or improved, or both.

“There aren’t going to be 
any games you can assume 
you’re going to win. Kind of 
like last year, each week I 
think there’ll be some close 
scores,” he said. “I think it’s 
a very well-coached league.”

Cont from REDMEN, A4

are expected to also have big 
roles.

“Zach is a team leader, 
for sure. He’s one of the most 
coachable kids we have on the 
team,” Ishmael said. “Mitch 
is a very strong-headed kid. 
He’s not (gonna) shy away 
from anything. They all put 
in the hard work, this whole 
summer, and hopefully it’s 
gonna pay off.”

The offensive line is 
expected to be young, with 
only a pair of returners in 
Brock Baltz and Jeremiah 
Suman. Senior Johnny Her-
nandez, a newcomer, also 
could see time there.

“They’re young, they’re 
working hard at learning 
stuff,” Ismael said. “So it’s a 
learning experience.”

Offensively, the Tigers will 
use what Ishmael referred to 
as a “modified spread.” Defen-
sively, they will be shifting to 
a 3-3 stack (three down line-
men/three linebackers), and 
sometimes a 4-2.

“We haven’t found our 
identity on defense yet,” Ish-
mael said.

On the defensive line, Ish-

mael will be looking to Brock 
Baltz, and his brother, Wyatt, 
to anchor the group. At line-
backer, Weinandy is expected 
to play on the inside, with 
Gaige DeWitt at one of the 
outside spots, and freshman 
Andre Johnson at the other.

“Those are probably my 
three core linebackers,” Ish-
mael said.

Ishmael said he’s looking 
to Clark and Hagemyer to 
make a difference in the sec-
ondary.

At special teams, DeWitt 
will be punting, while Kevin 
Ramirez will be handling the 
kicking.

It’s been a different year 
for North Baltimore, and all 
teams, due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. Add to that a first-
year head coach, and things 
could be difficult on the staff 
and the players.

But Ishmael said the off-
season for North Baltimore 
has been positive.

“The team’s been handling 
it well. We’ve been going by 
the guidelines they set for us, 
and just hoped that we were 
having a season,” he said. 
“The kids just put in the hard 
work.”

Cont from NB, A16

Sophomore Hayden 
Welly and junior Lance 
Crawford will again handle 
the backfield duties.

Welly won the starting 
job last year as a freshman 
before tearing his ACL 
in the first series against 
Fostoria in the third game, 
while Crawford ran for 370 
yards and three TDs.

Colatruglio said Welly’s 
return will certainly help.

“He’s back, he’s healthy 
and looking good. He’s a 
210-pound, physical, tough 
runner,” he said.

“I think we’ve got a 
chance to be a pretty good 
running football team,” he 
said.

Operating behind an 
experienced offensive line 
will help.

Colatruglio said the line 
returns four starters, with 
two other very experienced 
players ready to step in.

“That really looks to be 
the strength of our team. 
We’re probably as big as any 
team in Hopewell-Loudon 
history up front,” Colatrug-
lio said.

“We want to be a physi-
cal, run the ball team,” he 
said.

The spots to fill come at 
receiver.

The Chieftains must 
replace three wide receiv-
ers, with junior Ried Jury 
the only target back with 
extensive varsity experi-
ence. He caught 28 passes 
for 188 yards last year.

Travis Milligan (57-
773, 7 TDs), Jordyn Jury 
(26-374, 4 TDs) and Nate 
Cook (32-371, 4 TDs) all 

graduated.
Welly (4-17) and senior 

Daniel Lommerse (3-48) 
are the only others back 
from last year who caught 
more than one pass.

“We’ll definitely be 
trying to replace some pro-
duction at receiver,” Cola-
truglio said.

Instilling some team-
wide confidence will also 
be a focal point this year, 
he added.

The Chieftains haven’t 
been to the playoffs since 
2011 and have had just 
one winning season since 
during that span, but Cola-
truglio said getting the 
players to believe in them-
selves and each other will 
help them progress from 
being merely competitive 
in some games to being the 
victors in them.

“Last year we were 
competitive against some 
pretty good teams. We’ve 
been close in some games 
the last couple years against 
good teams,” he said. “To 
get over that hump (is the 
next step), to beat good 
teams, to go to the next 
level of being not just com-
petitive but trying to win 
a championship, whether 
it’s a league championship, 
whether it’s the playoffs, 
whatever it is.

“That’s what we, as 
coaches, we all have, we’ve 
all been a part of that,” Col-
atruglio said. “Us trying to 
get our kids to, not really 
buy in but to realize how 
good they could be and to 
play to that potential (is the 
goal).”

Cont from H-L, A10

spread of coronavirus, the 
one message coaches have 
agreed on is that they just 
want a season. They want to 
see their players’ hard work 
paid off on Friday nights. It 
won’t look the same as previ-
ous years, but it’s a football 
season.

The schedule features 
a six-week regular season. 
Then every team makes it 
into the playoffs, which for 
some is an incredible oppor-
tunity to achieve some post-
season success. Then if a 
team opts out of the playoffs 
or loses, they can schedule 
more games to complete a 
10-game schedule. 

This will take some time 
to get used to.

“That was a shock. I don’t 
know if we were expecting 
that to come,” Colatruglio 
said. “This (coaches) com-
mittee that I’m sitting on, 
we were blindsided, we had 
no idea it was coming. But 
again, if that’s what they’re 
saying is the best way for us 
to get this thing in, then I’m 
all for it. We’ll do whatever 
we need to do to give these 

guys a chance (to play).”
Hop e we l l - L oudon ’s 

season was paused after it 
was revealed a few mem-
bers of the program tested 
positive for COVID-19. The 
opener against Montpelier 
was cancelled.

There remains uncer-
tainty. But coaches and play-
ers understand that.

“The main thing we’ve 
been telling kids is, ‘let’s 
worry about what we can 
control.’” Elmwood coach 
Greg Bishop said. “A lot of 
things are outside of our con-
trol; as players, as coaches, 
there’s things that we can’t 
control. What we can con-
trol is how we respond to 
things. How we show up, 
and our attitude toward the 
changes. We have control 
over how we respond to 
things. So that’s our mes-
sage going forward. We’re 
gonna show up no matter 
what and we’re gonna get 
after it.”  

In the end, there will be 
a football season this year. 

Now, what that will look 
like will not be something 
we’ve ever seen.

Cont from OTHER, A3

COLUMBUS – With 
the high school football 
regular-season set to begin 
this week, the Ohio High 
School Athletic Associa-
tion has provided details 
and reminders regarding 
media coverage, team pro-
tocols, game management 
changes and the new play-
off format.

There were 709 member 
schools originally plan-
ning to play 11-man foot-
ball in Ohio this fall, but 
approximately 60 schools 
have either paused or 
cancelled football due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 
On August 18, Governor 
Mike DeWine asked the 
OHSAA to create par-
ticipation opportunity for 
those schools that don’t 
play sports this fall, but it 
is unlikely that additional 
tournaments would be 
held in the spring for fall 
sports.

“Our schools are so 
excited to get the season 
started and they are 
taking ownership of the 
new safety guidelines so 

OHSAA 
outlines 

guidelines for 
staging prep 

See OHSAA, A23
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419-447-8131
2190 W. Market St.

Tiffi n, OH
www.CoppusMercedes.com

SINCE 1927

Have a Safe 
& Winning 

Season 
Calvert 
Senecas 

& Area Teams

GOOD LUCK
AREA

TEAMS!!

Open Fri & Sat
‘till 1 am

119 W. Center St.
419-435-1807

Corner of SR 
100 and US 224
South of Tiffi n
419-447-1828

Good Luck 
Calvert Senecas

Have a safe 
and winning 

season

2019 5-4

2018 9-2

2017 8-4

2016 6-4

2015 6-6

2014 9-3

2013 7-5

2012 7-5

2011 9-3

2019 RESULTS RECORD BOOK2020 SCHEDULE

CalvertCalvert

Monroeville 31-7

Wynford 9-13

St. Paul 0-21

Gibsonburg 14-31

St. Joe 40-21

Margaretta 32-34

Danbury 68-0

Hopewell-Loudon 24-21

Lakota 48-14

SENECAS

Date  Opponent Home/Away

Aug. 29 Hilltop H
Sept. 5 St. Joe H
 11 Gibsonburg A
 18 Lakota A
 25 Margaretta A
Oct. 2 Hopewell-Loudon H

2020 SENECA ROSTER     

No. Name Grade    
2 Bob Price Jr.
3 Jamison Godfrey Fr.
5 Hunter Yeakle Jr.
6 Harry Shultz  Jr.
7 Jack Shultz Sr.
9 Ethan Vera Sr.
11 Jackson Seislove Sr.

12 Blake Ronski Jr.
15 Tyler Berlekamp Jr.
22 Leo Longo Sr.
23 Nick Seifert Sr.
24 Quin Ronski Sr.
25 Billy Clouse Fr.
28 Jacob Rombach Fr.
29 Kurtis Riehm Fr.

34 Gage Herring So.
51 Brody Cooper Fr.
53 Collin McCarty Jr.
55 Reed Warnement Sr.
56 Josh Gase Sr.
57 Clay Conn Sr.
58 Mason Johnson So.
61 Will Kurtz So.

66 Sam Krajewski Jr.
71 Wyatt Hannam Fr.
72 Lucas Recker Fr.
75 Anthony Felter  So.
85 Lee Morgan So.
87 Nolan Beeker Sr.

Senecas looking to bounce back in 2020
Calvert missed the playoffs 

last season. The Senecas started 
a little rough, with a 2-4 record. 

They did get to 5-4 by the end 
of the year, but there were some 
games Calvert could have won 
that might have changed the out-
come of the year.

This year will be different, 

as everyone will make the post-
season, but in Calvert’s case, the 
hope is that it’s not by default.

“They’re still hungry and they 
know we lost a couple games...
Wynford was a hard-fought game 

by both teams and we felt like we 
let that one get away,” Calvert 
coach Steve Reser said. “And 
then to play St. Paul after that on 
a stormed-out weekend and to 
have Gibsonburg right after that 

to come out of those three games 
and to keep fighting to give 
ourselves a chance to win other 
games and have a great finish 

By MATT NYE
FOR THE REVIEW TIMES

See SENECAS, A22
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Hosler-Corbin Insurance
2420 Bright Road, Findlay | 419-422-2822
www.hoslercorbininsurance.com

From Our Team to Yours...

Have A Great Season! Dental Insurance

6154-0120

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-
799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: 
P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN).

1-844-219-1521
Call now to get this FREE Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/courier

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help 
cover the services you’re most likely to use –

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

2020 BLACK KNIGHT ROSTER     

No. Name Class Ht. Wt.     
1 Devin Fox  Jr.  5-9 160
2  Blake Jones  Sr.  5-11  205
3  Xander Van Scoy  Fr.  5-8  140
4  Shane Coombes  Jr.  5-8  145
5  Steven Franks  Sr.  6-0  200
6  Max Greenawalt  Sr.  5-10  155
7  Parker Beilharz  Fr.  6-0  160
9  Andrew Parsell  Jr.  5-9  160
10  Landon Miller  So.  6-0  145

11  Logan Dilgard  So.  5-8  155
12  Jon Hudok  Sr.  5-11  150
14  Collin Wagner  Fr.  5-10  150
15  Cheyne Price  Jr.  5-9  185
16  Lucas Brown  So.  6-0  175
17  Cody Snyder  Sr.  5-10  160
18  Jared Gifford  Sr.  5-11  185
19  Owen Burge  Jr.  6-0  170
21  Elijah Mason  Fr.  5-7  120
22  Ethan Orr  Sr.  6-0  185

24  Gannon Bahn  Sr.  5-9  165
30  Eli Hohman  Sr.  5-9  175
32  Ethan Greathouse  So.  5-9  175
36  Jackson Gregory  So.  6-2  185
50  Mussie Hanson  Fr.  5-10  150
52  Ryan Gifford  Fr.  5-8  175 
53  Trey Rampe  Jr.  5-9  185
55  Jacob Walters  Sr.  5-11  220
56  Jace McCartney  Sr.  5-10  235
57  Nash Feasel  Jr.  5-10  190

58  Grant Young  Sr.  5-10  195
60  Zac Adkins  Sr.  5-8  265
65  Gavin Schroer  Jr.  5-7  200
67  Brandon Buff  So.  5-10  205
77  Curtis Ware  Fr.  6-0  160
78  Candon Brenneman  So.  5-11  240
80  James Homan  Fr.  5-11  165
88  Connor Koehnke  Jr.  6-0  165

Van Buren hopes to feel at home in 2020
In an offseason of uncertainty, 

Van Buren coach J.T. Bates is 
pushing a positive message.

In 2019, Van Buren was getting 

its football stadium renovated. It 
played all of its home games at 
Donnell Stadium in Findlay, and 
went 2-8.

Now, the Black Knights have 
their homefield back, and, per-

haps, a new sense of perspective.
“One of the biggest things I 

really want to see improve is just 
having more fun on the field,” 
Bates said. “Not every play’s 
going to be successful. We’ve got 

to do a better job as a coaching 
staff as well to maybe not harp on 
the negatives and really push the 
positives. We want these kids to 
enjoy the ability to play football.

“Like I’ve said 100 times, we’re 

lucky to have this chance,” Bates 
said. “That’s one thing with this 
pandemic, a lot of people kind of 
took for granted the opportunities 

By ZACH BAKER
SPORTS EDITOR

See KNIGHTS, A21

2019 2-8

2018 5-5

2017 6-4

2016 7-3

2015 9-4

2014 9-3

2013 4-6

2012 5-5

2011 5-5

2010 2-8

2019 RESULTS RECORD BOOK2020 SCHEDULE

Van BurenVan Buren

Hopewell-Loudon 56-7

Otsego 11-21

Pandora-Gilboa 0-7

Riverdale 18-34

Liberty-Benton 0-49

North Baltimore 58-12

Leipsic 7-42

McComb 7-52

Arlington 0-33

Cory-Rawson 7-12

Date  Opponent Home/Away

Aug. 28  Lima Central Catholic  H
Sept. 4  Arcadia  H
 11 Cory-Rawson A
 18 Riverdale A
 25 North Baltimore H
Oct. 2 Vanlue A

BLACK KNIGHTS
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Wildcat Cafe
300 S. Bu� alo St.

Vanlue
419-387-7095

Stop in for 
supper before 

the game!

Best of Luck 
to our 

VANLUE 
WILDCATS

Have a Safe Season
from your friends at

Good Luck from
your friends @

FRUTH’S
Sugarhouse,
Greenhouse 

& Floral Shop
19900 CR 169 

Vanlue
419-387-7555

GO
WILDCATSGo Get ‘Em

Wildcats!
Have a great Season!

Vanlue 
Marathon
417 Buffalo St.

Vanlue
419-387-7646

A World Class Manufacturing 
Site with World Class 

Employees manufacturing 
complex interior components 
found in some of today’s most 

popular automobiles.
NOW HIRING! 

We o� er an outstanding 
bene� t package.

Apply @ 
http://kasai.applicantpro.com
Or call Cheri @ 419-213-7148

1111 N. Warpole St., 
Upper Sandusky, OH

419-209-0470

GOOD LUCK  
WILDCATS!

Choose 
Excellence, 

Choose 
Vanlue!

2019         2-8

2018 0-10

2017 1-9

2016 2-8

2015 0-10

2014 1-9

2013 0-10

2012 0-10

2011 1-9

2010 2-8

2019 RESULTS RECORD BOOK2020 SCHEDULE

VanlueVanlue
Danbury 47-13

Ridgedale 34-14

Leipsic 6-42

Arcadia 14-45

North Baltimore 18-40

Pandora-Gilboa 12-55

Cory-Rawson 32-42

Riverdale 18-49

Crestline 14-42

Date  Opponent Home/Away

Aug. 28 McComb A
Sept. 4 Riverdale A
 11 Arcadia H
 18 North Baltimore A
 25 Cory-Rawson H
Oct. 2 Van Buren H

WILDCATS

2020 WILDCATS ROSTER     

No. Name Grade Ht. Wt.    
7 Jaren Kloepfer Jr. 6-3 195
16 Jerome Kloepfer So. 6-0 250
21 Jared Kloepfer Sr. 6-2 190

27 Jaxon Temple Fr. 5-7 150
35 Chase Wellman Sr. 5-9 195
44 Joey Bonham Sr. 6-4 165
50 Jacob Baird Sr. 5-8 175

52 Jesse Blakely Fr. 6-1 330
58 Evan Saltzman Sr. 6-4 210
63 Ty Miller Jr. 5-10 180
66 TJ Rickle So. 5-10 205

77 Trey Dailey Fr. 5-8 195
82 Alec Dunbar Jr. 6-0 175
88 Jaden Kloepfer Sr. 5-11 200

Wildcats facing a numbers game
For Vanlue, this season is a bit 

of a numbers game.
The Wildcats have only 14 play-

ers out for football this season, so 
depth will be an issue.

But coach Jeremy Kloepfer 

made it clear that the players he 
does have are talented. The key 
is getting them ready for what is 
bound to be an odd season.

“We’ve got to get ourselves in 
shape; we’ve got to get ourselves 
physically ready to go out there 
and play a six game schedule, and 
then there’s playoffs for everybody 

if you want to,” Kloepfer said.
The coach really likes what he 

has at the skill positions, starting 
at quarterback.

The signal-caller will be 
Jaren Kloepfer, a junior who 
was the starter last season. The 
6-2, 185-pounder will be aided 
at receiver by Jared Kloepfer 

and Joey Bonham, and by Jaden 
Kloepfer at tight end.

At tailback, the Wildcats will 
be shifting Chase Wellman – a 
tackle a season ago – there.

“Every lineman’s dream,” 
Kloepfer quipped.

The coach added he feels good 
about what he has at those spots.

“Skill positions, I’m expecting 
a lot out of them,” he said.

Vanlue also will be returning 
experience to the offensive line. 
TJ Rickle is the starter at right 
tackle, Evan Saltzman will be at 
right guard and center is expected 

By ZACH BAKER
SPORTS EDITOR

See VANLUE, A21
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they had until some of them 
were taken away.”

Right now, it appears the 
ability to play high school 
football is a go. It has come 
with adjustments, which Van 
Buren is working through.

“Obviously, the No. 
1 thing is the health and 
wellness of all our players, 
and we’re abiding by our 
guidelines,” Bates said. “It’s 
definitely a lot different than 
normal...There’s been chal-
lenges, but the kids are really 
excited, and everybody’s 
buying in, so we’re chomping 
at the bit here, ready to go.”

Aside from the changes all 
teams are going through due 
to the pandemic, Van Buren 
is making other changes, too.

The Black Knights will 
be shifting from a spread 

offense to an under-center 
run-heavy game.

They also will have a new 
signal-caller.

Bates said Steve Franks, 
who appeared in four games 
at quarterback last season, 
will be moving to tailback. 
The frontrunner for the QB 
job will be freshman Parker 
Beilharz.

“(He) throws a really nice 
ball,” Bates said. “Has a lot to 
learn, obviously, as a fresh-
man.”

Shane Coombes and 
Lucas Brown are other 
options at quarterback. But 
whoever gets the job, they 
will have two large runners 
to hand the ball to.

Franks is one of them. 
Former lineman Blake Jones 
is the other.

Bates said he’s expecting 
Franks, a 200-pounder, to 

play fullback.
“He’s a downhill runner, 

powerful kid,” Bates said of 
Franks. “We’re changing our 
offensive scheme a bit from 
the spread, and we’re more 
under-center, power-type 
stuff this year, so he fits our 
scheme really, really well as 
our fullback.”

Jones was all-BVC as 
a guard last year, but he’s 
moving to halfback for 2020.

“He’s very athletic, he’s a 
first team linebacker,” Bates 
said. “He had 181 tackles last 
year, set the school record, so 
he obviously can move and 
move well in space.”

Up front, the Black 
Knights don’t have too much 
size. But Bates said the o-line 
is athletic and has potential.

“We’ve got five guys up 
there that are really start-
ing to jell,” he said. “They’re 

starting to learn a lot. We’re 
much more man-on block-
ing this year than zone stuff, 
which we’ve done in the past. 
We’re not a line that is going 
to come out and be able to 
move you with just size, but 
we are a very quick line, and 
they’re very aggressive.”

Jace McCartney and 
Jacob Walters – both seniors 
– are expected to anchor the 
group. McCartney was the 
starting center last year 
before going down with an 
injury. Walters played right 
guard last year, but will be 
shifting to the left side.

“As long as we stay 
healthy, we’ll be all right up 
front,” Bates said.

At receiver, Bates is look-
ing to Gannon Bahn to make 
an impact.

“Gannon Bahn is one of 
the best in the area in my 

opinion,” he said. “The kid 
is an excellent route runner. 
He’s a little undersized. 
He’s not real tall, he’s only 
about 5-9. But he’s had a 
great camp. He was an all-
conference player last year 
on the defensive side of the 
ball, but did have about 30 
catches, or real close to that. 
He’s a speed guy.

Devin Thomas is another 
fast player who is slated at 
receiver. He appeared in 
only two games in 2019 due 
to injury, but Bates is expect-
ing big things from him.

“Devin Thomas is 
another kid that can get up 
and move,” Bates said.

The coach added that Jon 
Hudok and Landon Miller 
also will figure in at the 
receiver spots.

“Our receivers are really 
good blockers, and our 

receiver coach takes a lot 
of pride in that,” Bates said, 
“and with the scheme we’re 
running, that’s obviously a 
must if you want to be on 
the field.”

Just as on offense, Van 
Buren’s defense will be 
making a change in 2020, 
switching from a 4-2 align-
ment to a 4-3.

Jones will be a key to the 
scheme, playing at Mike line-
backer, while Frank will be 
on the outside. In the second-
ary, Bahn and Thomas will 
be at safety. Bates said the 
defensive line will be filled 
by most of the same names 
that are on the offensive side.

“Almost everybody goes 
two ways, so that’s the big 
thing,” Bates said. “We’ve 
just got to find our rotation 
to try to keep guys as healthy 
and as fresh as possible.”

Cont from KNIGHTS, A19

to be Jacob Baird. Ty Miller 
will return at left guard.

That leaves one spot on 
the line open — left tackle 
which is expected to go to 
freshman Jesse Blakely.

“Offensively, I think we’re 
gonna rely on our quarter-
back and our senior receiv-
ers to kind of take care of 
things,” coach Kloepfer said. 
“We’ve got four returning 
linemen up there, they’ve 
got to be able to hold out 
long enough for our receiv-
ers to get into their routes 
and I think that’s gonna be 
more of our strength there.”

On defense, Vanlue will 
use a 3-4 base. It has some 
talented athletes up front, 
led by Jaden Kloepfer at the 
end, Saltzman at nose guard 
and Miller at the other end.

At linebacker, coach 
Kloepfer will be looking to 
Jared Kloepfer and Rickle.

Coach Kloepfer said he’s 
been especially impressed 
with Rickle.

“I like him as a football 
player, we’re gonna try him 
there at the inside spot,” he 
said. “He’s got some decent 

size to him, and he’s got 
some aggression. So, that’s 
a good position for him to be 
in I think.”

When talking about the 
front seven, coach Kloepfer 
said one thing is imperative.

“We’ve got to stop the 
run somehow,” he said. “It’s 
a lot easier to run the ball 
than pass. If a team can run 
on us, why pass? That’s been 
proven the last couple years, 
that teams are gonna run on 
us if they can, and they have. 
We’ve got to battle to try to 
stop them, and that front 
seven’s gonna play a big part 
in that.”

In the secondary, Joey 
Bonham is back to lead the 
group at corner.

“This is his fourth year 
starting at the cornerback 
position,” coach Kloepfer 
said. “So I’m hoping he can 
lock down, or at least man 
up on the other team’s best.”

At the other corner spot 
will be Alec Dunbar, while 
Jaren Kloepfer and Jerome 
Kloepfer are expected to 
play the safety positions.

And perhaps put up some 
numbers.  

Cont from VANLUE, A20

make it through the season 
healthy, you can have a suc-
cessful season.”

Lento is especia l ly 
happy with where the 
defense is right now, and 
where it could be headed. 
Franks led the team with 
89 tackles and eight sacks 
last year, while David Frye, 
who also graduated, added 
eight sacks.

“Our defense right now 
is better than our offense, 
which is normal,” Lento 
said. “On our defense, we 
have a lot of depth back. 
We only lose three guys 
defensively. We have a lot 
of guys back — veterans 
back. We are young as far 
as juniors, but they played 
last year. We will see some 
big things out of them, I 
think.”

L ento  emphas i zed 
the youth his team has, 
but they are juniors who 
saw time on the field last 
year, even if they were not 
really ready to be under the 
Friday night lights.

“We are young, but not 
as young as we would be 

on paper,” Lento said. “We 
played a lot of sophomores 
last year. As 
far as play-
ing under the 
lights and get-
ting reps on a 
Friday night, 
our guys have 
played. This 
is  probably 
the first time 
since I have 
been here that 
I don’t feel like 
we are teach-
ing new. We 
have taught 
footbal l and 
we have taught 
the scheme of 
the game. Now 
we are able to 
get into the 
plays and why 
we do what we 
do. We can get 
into the mesh 
p o i nt s  a nd 
things like that 
sooner than we 
have done in 
the past.”

Combined, Lakota only 
completed 24-of-63 passes 

for 345 yards last season. 
Junior Logan Streacker 

topped  t he 
t e a m  w i t h 
eight recep -
tions for 67 
yards and two 
touchdowns. 
Streacker also 
connected on 
29 extra points 
and two field 
goals, while 
also averaging 
31 yards per 
punt.

“As much as 
I get frustrated 
o f f e n s i v e l y, 
I think our 
defense is all-
around doing 
a good job,” 
Lento sa id . 
“Our young 
guys are push-
ing our older 
guys and we 
have not had 
that here. We 
have numbers. 
It is not just 
the quantity, it 

is the quality players. We 
are pushing each other and 

it is fun to watch.”
The Raiders will make 

the playoffs for the first 
time ever this season, as all 
teams that play will make 
the postseason. Lakota and 
Lento want more than that.

“We have to work to 
build depth. We have to 
work to continue with 
patience,” Lento said. “I 
am excited and I think the 
Lakota Raiders are going 
to be fun to watch – offen-
sively and defensively. Our 
kids are being coached up 
and we are challenging 
them. We are playing for 
a league title. We have not 
beat Gibsonburg yet. We 
have not beat Hopewell-
Loudon yet. We have not 
beat Calvert yet. Those 
are tiers we have to do and 
those are goals we have to 
make. Our kids are prepar-
ing for that — to put the 
best product on the field 
that we can. We are push-
ing them and we are coach-
ing hard. A champion isn’t 
built by winning champion-
ships. A champion is built 
behind the scenes when 
nobody is watching.”

Cont from RAIDERS, A14

“We have to work 
to build depth. 
We have to work 
to continue with 
patience. I am 
excited and I 
think the Lakota 
Raiders are going 
to be fun to watch 
– offensively and 
defensively. Our 
kids are being 
coached up and 
we are challenging 
them. We are 
playing for a 
league title.”

MIKE LENTO,
LAKOTA FOOTBALL COACH
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against a competitive team like 
Hopewell-Loudon...they fought hard 
and made it through.

“They want to play better this 
year and hopefully we’ll get a chance 
to play at least a six-game schedule 
with our league foes right off the bat. 
The bottom line is that they want to 
work hard and don’t leave anything 
out there, as far as messages we don’t 
have a motto or anything. We want to 
work harder and we want to be cham-
pions, that’s our goal every year. “We 
want to be champions of the league 
and then go on from there. The goal 
is to come out and play good, crisp 
football like we always want to do.”

The Senecas lost some dynamic 
players in Mitch Nielsen (40 catches, 
510 yards, 7 TD) and Aaron Rom-
bach (973 yards rushing, 14 TD) 
out of the backfield, but they do 
bring back quarterback Jack Shultz 
(1,204 yards passing, 13 TD, 4 INT) 
and playmakers on the outside like 
Nick Seifert (34 catches, 510 yards, 
4 TD) and Nolan Beeker (13 grabs, 
160 yards, 2 TD). A potential issue 
could be depth, with just 29 players, 
so health will be key for the Senecas 
this season.

“Our numbers are at 29, so we 
don’t have a ton of depth, but at the 
same time our kids are very fit. We 
don’t have a bunch of huge guys,” 
Reser said. “We have guys that are 
in great shape, so we’ll have to play 
more of a speed game and be smart. 
Guys we have, have been working 
their tails off. They might only weigh 
165 (pounds), but I know they’ll play 
like they’re 190.

“Jack’s been great and we’re look-
ing for him to do great things. Seif-
ert’s back playing receiver and strong 
safety as well, Josh Gase’s been out-
standing leading on the line. Quin 
Ronski’s back, Beeker, (Jackson) 
Seislove all back, so we have guys 
sprinkled in there with experience. 
They have to bring the guys who are 
out there that are new and bring them 
along and play at the same level.”

The offense will feature Shultz 
at QB, Leo Longo and Ethan Vera 
at running back, while the receivers 
are Seifert, Beekman, Hunter Yeakle, 
Seislove, Blake Ronski and Tyler Ber-
lekamp. Up front on the line will fea-
ture Clay Conn, Gase, Quin Ronski, 
Collin McCarty and Sam Krajewski.

“First key is making sure we are 

strong up front, so we are solidifying 
the line because we have some skill 
guys that are proven,” Reser said. 
“At running back we have a couple 
guys battling, Yeakle has been look-
ing good and hopefully he can give 
us a little bit of what Nielsen gave us 
with versatility. Offense will be much 
of the same this year. If we have to go 
five wide because running backs need 
a break we will, but with our numbers 
we’ll be competitive on the field and 
do what we have to.”

The defense will feature much of 
the same names as Ronski, Yeakle, 
Shultz and Seifert will be in the 
defensive backfield, while Vera, 
Conn, Gage Herring and Beeker 
will be at the linebacker positions. 
On the D-line will be Berlekamp, 
Quin Ronski, Gase, Krajewski, Reed 
Warnement and Lucas Recker.

“On defense, first of all we have to 
know our assignment,” Reser said. 
“We can’t be getting beat by align-
ments before the snap, after that we 
need to play fast. Looking to play 
smart, physical and get to the ball.”

Due to the coronavirus, the Ohio 
High School Athletic Association 
drew up a plan for each team to make 
the playoffs after a revised six-game 
regular season.

Calvert will play a TAAC team 
(unknown at the time of this story) 
and then jump into the SBC River.

“It’s a little different and we love 
playing our league guys, it’ll be dif-
ferent playing them right after one 
week,” Reser said. “Looking to start 
off hot when you go rig into the 
league. The league teams will be 
pretty good and we know Margaretta 
will be pretty good, H-L has a nice 
football team with a QB coming back 
that’s pretty good. Gibsonburg’s been 
at the top of the league for a few years 
now, not to count out Lakota, but we 
look for the SBC River to be a battle 
every week.

“We want to win them all and if 
we don’t, we want those games to 
make us more competitive because 
we are all getting into the playoffs 
this year anyway, I guess as long as 
we are ready for Week 7 that’s what 
matters. We just want to make sure 
we get our work done. We want to 
see the kids smile. I’m a firm believer 
that this is great for them and we 
want to play our season. We want to 
win games, but I want to see smiles 
on faces that are sweaty and tired. 
“That’s what I want to see.”

Cont from SENECAS, A18

MATT NYE / For the Review Times
THE CALVERT HIGH School football team runs drills during practice in anticipation of the 
upcoming season earlier this month.
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they can have a season,” said 
Beau Rugg, OHSAA Senior 
Director of Sport Management 
and Officiating.

“As we saw in the spring, 
sports can be shut down due 
to COVID-19 spread, so our 
schools, coaches and student-
athletes want to do everything 
they can to play as many games 
this fall as possible. Teams must 
continue to follow the safety 
protocols that have been put in 
place, including wearing a facial 
covering, staying 6-feet apart 
and washing their hands.”

All sports in Ohio – at all 

levels – are under the direction 
of the latest Ohio Department 
of Health order signed August 
19 by Governor DeWine. The 
new ODH order permits contact 
sports, including the fall sports 
of field hockey, soccer and 
football, to move forward with 
games against other schools. 
The Governor confirmed sup-
port for Ohio’s coaches to 
inspire their student-athletes to 
continue following safety pre-
cautions so that all sports can 
be played.

Among the mandates and 
requirements set up by the 
OHSAA and Ohio Department 

of Health are:
•  Up to 60 players may dress 

for games.
•  The team box on the side-

line has been extended from 
the 10-yard line to the opposite 
10-yard line so that coaches and 
players can adhere to social dis-
tancing guidelines.

•  All coaches, players, medi-
cal staff, game workers, media 
and spectators must wear a 
facial covering at all times, other 
than the 22 players on the field 
of play.

•  The OHSAA recommends 
that halftimes be shortened to 10 
minutes (plus three minutes for 

warm-up) and that team mem-
bers be kept socially distanced 
outside their locker room. The 
host school will determine the 
specific length of halftime.

•  Timeouts may be extended 
to two minutes in length

•  Officials will have lim-
ited contact with the ball. The 
players on the offensive team 
will handle the ball and take it 
with them to their huddle. The 
umpire will place an orange 
bean bag at the spot where the 
ball will be snapped.

•  Each player should have 
his/her own water bottle.

•  Players and coaches from 

the visiting team should not use 
a locker room, therefore they 
should arrive already fully or 
partially dressed in their game 
uniform.

•  Pregame handshakes (cap-
tains and officials) and post-
game handshakes lines are not 
permitted. 

As for spectators, by order of 
the Ohio Department of Health, 
only 15 percent of the stadium’s 
permanent seating capacity may 
be admitted into the game. Play-
ers, coaches, officials, cheer-
leaders, band members, game 
workers and media do not count 
toward that 15 percent capacity.

Cont from OHSAA, A17

Photos by MATT NYE and JOSH MORGRET / For the Review Times
CALVERT PLAYER Jack Schultz practices passing (left) while a Lakota player plays defense (above) 
earlier this month during team practices.
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Tackling
Victory

One Game
at a Time!

As another football 
season kicks off, we’d 
like to extend our wishes 
for a safe and successful 
year to all area athletes.
Here’s hoping your hard 
work, skill and 
dedication take you 
all the way to the 
championships!

12500 W Co. Rd. 18
Fostoria
419-436-0505
sunnyfarmslandfi ll.com
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